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deney of legislation this session seems to be
to inipoje fresh charges upon the producer
who, unfortunately, has to sell his produce
in the open markets of the world. We have
to ship our wheat 15,000 miles and sell it in
competition with the wheat producers of
America and RUSSia, where petrnl is
so much cheaper than it is here.
The tendency on most farms is to re-
plnee horses by motor vehicles that are
driven either by petrol, kerosene or sonme
other mpirit. The Minister has power to do.
clare anything to be petrol for the purposes
of the Act. It will be possible for him to
include power kerosene as petrol, though 1
feel sure that is not the present intention
of the Government. Kerosene and other
spirit is largely used in country districts for
lighting purposes. Many of the houses have
small lighting plants that depend entirely on
benzine. Whilst a tax in this respect would
not be heavy, it will be placed exclusively on
country residents, because in the towns there
is electric light and other forms of light,
which wvill not suffer from this special class
of taxration. Taking all these facts into co-~
sideration, I hope the Government will ap-
prove of the Bill being referred to a select
committee. There is no hurry about iT The
Goveranment ear pass the Traffic Bill in-
creasing the license fees on motor buses if
they so desire. I hope the Government will
hold their hands as tax gatherers for an-
other year and that the select committee will
be appointed to-night to investigate the mat-
ter thoroughly. They can bring in their re-
port nt year. I hope suck report will con-
tain recommendations relieving producers
from the burdens proposed to be placed
upon them under the Bill, burdens that
aru not borne by their competitors in
other parts of the world. Although I
oppose the measure. I have paired with
the member for Fremantle (Ifr. Sloeman)
to-night to permit of his taking part in an
important conference at Fremantle re-
garding the present water-side trouble.

Mr. ~JATHAM: I move--

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes
Noes -- - - - 21

Mr. Chesson
Mr. Collier
Mr. Corboy
Mr. Coverley
Mr. Cunoingharn

Mr1. Griffith.
Mr. Heron

1ar. W. D. Johnson
Mr. Kennedy
Mr. Lsmrond
Mr. Lutey

Nons.
Mr.

35 r.

luIr.
Mr.
Air.IMr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mlarshiall
Mlillingtoni
Muncie
Parton
Thomson
Troy
A. Wan.~brough
Willcoce
Withers
Wilson

(Tel".)

PAIELS.

Mr.
M4r.
Mr.

AYSs.
Maley
E. B. Johnston
Teesdale

ir.
Mr.
Mr.

Noes.
Angwla
Alecinan
Lambert

'motion thus negatived.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 10.1 p.

lcotelatipe Council,
Wednesday, 3rd December, 1924.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3
p.m., and read prayers.

Dflali-,CLOSER SETTLEMENT,

Report stage postponed.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1

move-

That this Order of the Dayj be post-
pour,? until the next sitting of the House.

Majority against

Arshe.
Angelo
Barnard
Brown
Davy
Den
LAthem
Lindsay

Mr. Ms
Sir Jar
Mr. No
Mr. 8a
Mr. J.

Mr. C.:
Mr. Hi'

-- 7 My reason is that members have not had an
- opportunity to study the Dill as; amended in

Committee. It may be found that some fur-
ther amiendmnent is necessary.

inn Hor. A. LOVEKIN, I do not wish to
mes Mltchell take the business out of the bands of the
rtb Minister, but I have amendments ready to
minion move to Clauses 3 and 6 on recommittal,
H. Smith and so I think it might facilitate the bus!-

P. Wanabrough ness if "-e were to go into Committee, deal
ebardeon with my amendnments, and then report pro-

(Telter.l gress.

Mr.
Mr.
Mir.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
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The PRESIDENT: The bon. member
should study the wishes of the Leader of the
House.

Boa. A. LOVEiKIN: I have no desire to
do otherwise.

Q-ition put and passed.

BILIJ-SUPPLY (Ne. 2), £2,150,000.

Second Reading.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Ron. J.

3.%. 1)rrw-Cenlrnl) [3.61 in moving tne
second reading said: It has become neces-
sary for the Treasurer to ask for further
S upply , suffliint to carry on until the ead of
Dveeml'er. It "as hoped that the Appro-
priation Bill weuld have been passed ere
t;;is, in which e'-ent it would not have been
niecessary, to ask for so much Supply.
The alvoual required is based on the Esti-
mates already passed by the Assembly, with
the exe-.ption of the Loan Estimates, which
the Treasurer hopes will he presented
shortly. The Supply asked for is as follows:
-Froin Consolidated Revenue1 £1,300,000;
from General Loan Fund, £844,000; from
the Sale of Government Property Fund,
£5,000; and from the Land Improvement
Loan Fund, £1,000; or a total of £2,150,000.
lIon, members have already seen the Budget
statement delivered by the Treasurer, so
there ii no need to say sanything about that.
The Loan Estimnates will follow largely the
lines of those of previous years. The total
Supply asked for for the six months is, from
Consolidlated Revenue Fund, £2,105,000;
from Gleneral 1Loan Fund, £1,589,000; from
Sale of Government Property Fund, £15,-
500: .nd front Land Improvement Loan
Fund, £ hOOD; or a totail of £3,713,500; and
all nillitional suini of £300,000 for Tens-
m'rer' 'Adlvanee. Time expenditure for the
firnt fon months of this financial year has
l'e-n. fromt Consolidaterd Revenue Fund,
£1,474.0121; from, General Luan Fund, Eli,-
ill 0,981 .from Sale of Government Property
Fund. 4l30,506; and from Land Improvement
Loan Fund1(, £E1,945, or a total of £2,503,453.
Thme fiea.-eial pos:ition for the five months of
tm- vear is, experditnre £3,236,592, revenue
0.A6f1.449, leaving a deficit of £E5761,143.
This is £16P,199 greater than the deficit of
thme eor-rondinpg period of Inst year. How-

veinlerest anti sinking fund payments
havie iiereased bjy £135,217. A large amount
of t his n.ill be recouped, but recoups come in
largely% in Demmber and June, and there-
fore tmmv position should improve this month.
Apart from special Acts the expenditure bh
not varied greatly from that of last year.
The two years Compare as fotlows:-Special
Acts 1923-24, £1,222,541; 1924-25, £1,875,-
720; increase, £153,172; governmental,
1923-24A, £790,2J 4; 1924-2.5, £768,068; de-
crease, £22,146; public utilities, 1923-24,
£1,06.3,254; 19q24-25, £1,092,804; increase,

£29,550. total, 1923-24, £3,070,009; 1924-
25, £3,2_36,592; increase, £160,583. I move-

Thwt thme Bill be nowe read a second
time.

11on. A. LOVEKIlY (Metropolitan)
ji]:Before the final finance Bills come

alongf, f should like the 'Minister to look in-
to the Sales of Governmint Property Trust

meommimt adtm see whether it is not possible
to dvi',e sonic different mnethod of finance.
For instance, a large sum of money was bor-
rowed for rhie purpose ot muaklug advoances
to time lmrupe of' Perth for the putting in of
their sexeraige connections. That money
has nearly all been repaid, but the proceeds,
instcarl (of going back to the credit of the
Loan Fund, have gone into this Sales of
Gloverinment Prorerty Trust Account. There
is in t-hat rnccounmt something like a quarter
of a umillion to the credit of sewerage; but
of that amount there is only seine £60,000 or
£70,000 left. The money has not been used
for willks of a reproductive nature, or on
works for wiiel we originally borrowed
it, but for renovations at the Old
Mlen's liome and other sim"illar purposes that
ought lo be provided from revenue. Thu.,
it seems to inc. we are spending loan moneys
in an improper way and some different
methoil of filnnc ought to be adopted. Sn-
biaco is about to be sewe red, 'but there is
no mioney available for the making of ad-
vances to householders, as was done in
Perth, it having all been used out of this
Sales if Goverinment Property Trust Ac-
count. Andi ever if the Minister recouped
that nicount and made good the sum, the
money would have to be lent to the people
of Subiaco at a much higher rate of interest
than tout providied for in the original loan,
which kcar advanced to the people of Perth
at -5 per cent. That money having all been
us.'d, ihme poople of Subiaco will have to get
other nosey and pay perhaps 7 per cent. for
it. Tint is not a right principle of finance,
espcociatly when we arc using this Sales of
Cov ernment Property Trust Account to pay
for r-mvations to the Old Men's J1oMe,
poliC? qu1arters, and other siuiilar purposes,
as lion. umernbers will see from the statement
given 0t the end of time 'Estimates. I draw
attention to the matter so that the Minister
mlar lcmk into it, fur I propose to raise the
question again when the final finance Bills
are before us.

lion. .L. CORNELL (south) [3.14]: 1,
had expected that this Government, in eoll-
tradlistiar-tion to previous Governmeaits,
wuld speed up a little with the Appro-
priation Bill. Tinle and again has this
House protested agninst the late conming of
the Appropriation Bill. It is a most im-
Iortant nmeasure, yet the time ot which it
reaches this Rouse postulates one of two
assumllption:). either it is not on important
measure or members here are considered to
be of ro importance. Tt i5: a repetition of
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the old story; in the last day or two of the
session the Appropriation Bill will be pre-
sented for our consideration. The House
will be at the fag-end of tine session, mem-
bers will be somewhat irritable, and the
Bill will not receive thne consideration it
should have. I again voice aiy protest
against the late presentetion of the Appro-
jiriation Bill.

lion. J. J1, HOLMES (North) [3.161- 1
presume I am one of the miembers referred
to as having protested against the manner
in whichi tile business is conducted and the
mannier iii which the financial proposals are
submittced to this House, I did not intend
to speak on this occasi5on, because I am not
accustomed to criticising without first giv-
ing those in power a fair opportunity to
get a grip of things and proeed with their
policy. I realise that the business in an-
other place has been put through very ex-
peditious~v this year. Measures of great
importance have been pushed through an-
other place and( members there have not
been allowed to cro,6s a 1''tV' or dot an di.P
Fortunately, that is not so in this House.
I hope tine poinat raised by Mr. Lovekin
will be considc red, amely, the condition of
affairs that permits the Government, alter
advancing loan1 nioncy and getting the re-
paynrents, Li- means of Look-keeping, to
transfer the money to revenue. Thus the
loan disappenrs7 and tile revenue figures pre-
sent a wrong eumplexion. I am not blanin-
lag the present (Government for this, but if
they contiuce tu conduct the finiances on the
lines adopted by their predecessors, they
c:an expect to hear from this House.

lion. J. EWING (South-West) [3.18):
When the Mtinister is dealing with matters
of finance later on I shall be glad to know
what arrangenrents have beeni made with
the Cniiiornv-alth Government for borrow-
ing this year. I understand that a certain
timue has. I eOn fxed in which notification
should 1-v gieni of borrowings to 1-c made
in Australia narl in Eniglandl. The Com-
mnoawenith luan of £6,000,00, issued at
E98i and hearing 4-Ij per cent. interest has
been o-rrrrmubser-cnl to the extent of
£4,000,000. If the State, Government wvere
free, they inight lie able to borrow more
advsntageu-:sly in Lordon than in Auts-
tralia, niot withstanding the rate of ex-
change. 1 think the tire is rear n-hen it
will he cheaper for the State to borrow in
London and pay the exchang-.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. 'M. Drew-C7entral-in reply) r3.191: I
thank Mr. I ovekin for having directed at-
tention to tho admiigtration of the 0eov-
ernment Property Sales- Fund. I shall have
in-stigitinn made, and shall give a definite
statement wrhen I introduce the Appropria-
tin Bill. if nOt before. T regret the in-
ability of the Government to present the
Appropriation Bill earlier. The Revenue

Estimates are simple, hut the Loan Esti-
mates hart' caused the Treasurer great
nm~xictv in his endeat our to adjust matters
anl 1 nlal fairly- with nil fi -mnia. Only a1
t-ertnin auiouati of loan nionney is available,
andi for weveks past thec Treasuirer has beeni
worried to fairly- distribute it in tine best
interests of the State. That is tine sole
cause for the delay in presenting the Loa
Estimates. It wilt not now l-e long before
those Estimates are presented to ano~lier
place, and sihortly after that wre may ex-
pect to receive tile Appropriation Bil. I
suggest that Mr. Ewing pat his inquiry in
the formn of a question and I shall then en-
denvour to get tine information. Alternia-
tively, if hie advises ine of exactly whlat lie
waints, T mar he able to obtain the infor-
niation nind wlake a statemienit to the IHouse.

lion. A. T-ovekia: ILet nis sell a few
Tremiin bonids.

QreCstiun Pat and passed.

Bill read a second tinne.

]am Commnitee.
Hill passedt througn Committee without

tleliate, reported without anicudineat, andl
the report adopted.

BlLL-STA'MP ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
ST. If. Drew-Central) [3.25] in mnoving
thne second rendiuig said: Thuis, Bill is in.
troduced with the object of continuing the
operation of certain provisions of the
second schedule of the Stamnp Act, 11121,
relating to the duty onl conveyances on
thle sale of property. Under the Stanip
Act 'No. 10 of 1922, the stanip dutyv onl
conveyances amnd transfers of property is
2s, 6d, per £25 of purchase nonicY, but it
w-is provided that uni the 30th .June,
19204. the duty should be double thtt
figure, namely s, per £2.5. The duty of

h.per £25 was continued until the 30th
.iune, 19125, by Act No. 533 of ]923. It is
;pioposed hi- thnis Bill to continue that rate
of duty until the 30th June, 1926. Owing
to the fact that the Treasurer was not
able to square tine ledger at the end of the
last financial year, it is necessary to e!on-
tinue tu impose the additional duty,
namely' 2s. 6~d. for every £25 or part
thereof on conveyances or transfers. It
hias been smggested that this adlditional
change be made permanent, but the
Treasurer prefers to extend it for another
year in the hope that he might be able to
right the finances by the enid of 'the
current finaneal year. Even the rate pro-
vided for unnder this Continuanace B3ill is
niot higher than that which obtains in a
maioritv of the Eastern States. In South
Australia and Victoria, asi well as in New
Zealand, the rate is 10s. per £530, which is
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Just the seane as is provided for under this
Bill, while in -New Sooth Wales anti
Queensland it is 7s. 6d. per £00. 1 move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

flon. JI. NI(HOLSON (Mletropolitan)
[3.27]: The -Minister has repeated wbat
was stated when the increase of stamji
duty on conveyances was introduced,
namely that it would be only a temporary
mes~ure. I had hoped that by this time
the added imposition would have ceased.
The Minister tells us that owing to finan-
eial stringency the Government have been
unable to do otherwise than reimpose the
buiden. I suggest that the increase be
made not permanent, and that the
Treasurer should resume as early as
possible the duty originally imposed by
the Stamp Act. It is not in the interests
of the community generally that heavy
stamp duty should be imposed. We
recognise the necessity for Imposing
reasonable rates of duty for revenue pur-
poses, but if we keep on adding to the
burden, it becomes detrimental to
business. All these imposts hiave to he
taken into account when one is con-
templating a business transaction affect-
ing property. I hope that by next year
the Government will see their way to
cease this additional duty.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, oad
the report adopted.

_BILL-FLEIE BRiGAD-ES ACT AMEND-
MENY.

In Commiitftee

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL-WADOONA-LAXE CLIFTON
RAILWAY.

Second Reading.

The COLONiAL SECRETARY (H1on.
J. 31. Drew-Central) [3.341 in moving
the second reading said: The Waroona-
Lake Clifton railway was built during
March-'November, 1919, by the Public
Works Department for the Portland
Cement Company under the conditions
laid] down in the Bill passed in. 1916. The
line was intended primarily for the cart-
age of lime used in the manufacture of
cement at the works at Riversdale, and
provision w~as made for the carriage of

lime for agricultural purposes and any
other goods offering for transit between
Lake Clifton and Waroona. On the 21st
August, 1922, the line was taken over as
part of the Government railways. The
actual financial results since that date
until the 25th November, 1924, were as
follows: -Working expenses, £843; inter-
est, £7,791; total, £E8,634; earnings £1,118,
ability of the Government to present the
and loss £7,516. The traffic over the
line has been very light and apart
the line has been lery light, and apart
from a few hundred tons of lime and 501)
tens of firewood it consisted mainly of the
Cement Company's plant, Only 70 tonns
of agricultural lime have been despatched
to country stations since the coast ruction
of the line.

Hon. H. Stewart : Do you know how
much the company undertook to deliver?

The COLONIAL SECTRETARY: I have
not the information. There is practically
no settlement along the route and very
little if any prospect of future traffic. In
fact, owing to the paucity of tonnage it
was decided to discontinue the train ser-
vice last April. No inconvenience has re-
sulted from the (losing of the railway to
the residents along the line. The goods
they req uire wvere carted from Waroona,
and consisted of 2 cwt. or 3 cwvt. only.
The question whether the country adjacent
to the railway was suitable for closer settle-
ruent hns been thoroughly investigated. Un-
fortunately it has been found that, apart
from 199 acres, abont 10 miles from the
line, there is no good land available. Var-
ious hMocks, which are shown On the plan
I propoev. to lay, on the Table of the House,
have been examined byv officers of the Lands
Department. The area. of the blocks in
question is 17,379 acres, of which only 76
acres are first class, 1,691 second class,
and 15,612 acres third class. An estimate
of the material which can be taken over
under the Bill is as follnwa:-17 moiles of
rails and fastenings, £13,300; sleepers,
£2,800; telephone line £400; total £:16,600.
The approximate cost of pulling down and
lading into trucks is £3,000. It is
intended to use the -rails to enable the New-
degate settlers to get their produce to mar-
ket. These settlers are now in a parlous
condition. Thou sands of bags of wheat
are about to he harvested.

lHon. J. W. Kirwan: Between 30,000 and
40,000.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Government have exbattsted every means of
providing them with facilities to take their
produce to market, and the only resort left
is the construction of a railway as speedily
as possible. If the Bill be passed the line
will he laid within a few months. We-
should thus be able to lift the harvest, and
should also he able to take out super, to
enable the farmers to crop next season.
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The necessity for pulling up the line is to
be regretted, but it is some satisfaction
to know that the material can be used to
great advantage in encouraging and assist-
ing those settlers who opened up country
so far removed from the railway, and con-
cerning whonm an obligation is placed upon
the Government to afford them assistance
at this particular stage. I move--

That thue Bil be now read a second
time.

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [3.40]:. I
regret that the Government bare found it
necessary to introduce this Bill. I do not
inktend to oppose the removal of the rails,
which arc to be used for a useful purpose.
I notice in the Bill a clause which states
that the railway from Waroona to Lake
Clifton shall at the commencement of the
Act cease to be a Government railway. I
suppose the land covered by the railway
will, therefore, revert to the Crown. I
know the district well. The railway was
built for the carriage of lime for the manu-
facture of cement, and also for the car-
riage of agricultural lime for settlers in the
South-West.

Hon. H. Stewart: Do you know the con-
ditions under which the company were to
supply agricultural lime before the railway
was to be taken over?

]Eon. J. EWING: The Minister for
Lands said he had done everything he could
to make the agricultural lime available to
the settlers, but that they would not take
it. Several settlers in the South-West have
used this lime and found it of great service.
There is a screw loose somewhere. I do
not know- why they will not take this lime,
but it is possible Iliey may not be able to
get it.

Hon. HT. Stewart: The company nevr,
fulfilled its obligations,

Hon. .T, EWING: Whatever may be said
for or against the construction of this line,
it has at all events brought about the estab-
lishment of the cement industry in West-
ern Australia. If these concessions hod not
been granted that industry would probably
not have been established. Tt is true th~e
lime is now found to be unsuitable for the
mainufacture of cement t but as it has been
possible to obtain lime elsewhere the in-
dustry at Burswood has been able to go
ahead. The line cannot, therefore, be said
to he altogether a loss to the State.

Hon, T. 'Moore: How much lime did the
company undertake to shift on the line?,

Rlan. 3. EWING: A considerable amount.
Ron. H. Sed don: It was diqeovered

there was salt in the lime, I think.
Hron. 3. EWING:- There is something

wrong writh it and it is unsuitable for the
purpose for which it was required. It was
thoneht that the investigations made in this
respect were quite complete.

Hon. H1. Sterart! The people of the State
had to carry the burden.

Hon. J. EWING:- If the lime has been a
failure from some points of view it has
been the means of establishing what we
hope will prove a permanent industry.
There is no chance of the Government being
able to develop the wonderful territory
that lies beyond the terminus of this line.
It was originally built so that deviationsq
could be made north and south along the
coast, where there are areas of magnifi-
cent swamp land. When the Minister said
there was very little good land in the loe-
ality I wondered if he was referring to land
between Waroona and the head of the line.
North towards Finj area and south towards
Bunbury there is a magnificent territory re-
quiring to be opened up.

Hon. T. Moore: Our good land always
seemns to be just a little further ahead than
the end of a line.

Hon. 3. EWING: Yr. Moore will agree
with we that there is swamp land along the
coast equal to that which is found on the
Peel Estate.

Ron. A. Lovekin: flow many more miles
of line would be required to reach that
landI

Hon. J. EWING: Very few.
Hon, J. 3. Hfolmes: Is the land not below

sen level.
Hon. J, EWING: No. We know that the

Peel Estate is tirning out to be a wvonder-
ful jile, and that it is improving every
day. There is exactly the same class of land
north and south of the Waroona-Lake Clif-
ton line. For the moment the line goes
only asu far as Lake Clifton, but at the
time of its construction there was in the
mjindis of the Government and of the people
a. belief that before long the -railway would
he taken right through parallel to the Great
Southern line. The Minister for Lands has
visited the locality twice, and he has ex-
pressed himself as most favdurahly im-
pressed with the country he saw. But now
he has suddenly turned round. I do not
know whether he is in possession 6? the
fullest information, hut I do know, from
having ridden over the country, that those
beautiful swamps are availa'ble for settle-
ment. The railway line, therefore, should
not be destroyed. The Colonial Secretary
has said that not in 20 years' time will the
line be extended. I may not live 20 -years,
but I hope to live another ten, and within
that period to see the extension of the rail-
way.. Although Clause 2 provides for this
not being a railway any longer, and abso-
lutely discards it from the railway Sys-
temn

Hon. 3. Cornell: Of course that must be
the case. One Act supersedest the otlir-.

Ron. J1. EWING:. T raise no objection
whatever to the decision of the Government
to take up the rails and use them in an-
other locality that is cTring out for railway
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Cotlnlnit ijon. Indeed, I compliment
tLir oil that decision. bsut to achicew that
e't it is not necessary to bring in a Bill
declaring that this is nor a railway any
longer. There are the embankments, bridges
and fences to be protected. i% ho is going
to look after those works!. It the fences
are taken down the eml~ankmnuts will he
torn down by the cattle, anid the bridges
aire likely to he destrovyeai. In my opinion,
nothing should be done to disturb the rail-
way line, because it wiill speedily be neces-
saty to extend the line north and south for
thle purpose of developing thle great terri-
tories lying there. I repeat, I hare no oh-
jtetion to the rails being taken up terln-
porarity; but thle works slottld be kept in-
tact, so that in a year or two, when the
Uoveruauent wake ops to tile necessity for
developing those territories, which are per-
Iaps tile I-est existing undeveloped in West-
era Australia at the preseot time, they will
have tile line complete except for the rails
and sleepers. It would be a dreadful thing
it the fences were broken down and every-
thing were leit open to destruction, bjecanse
Wot Ma~ny years will elapse before the re-
layitg of the railway. It may happen
within the life of the present Government.
I venture to predict that in a short time
the Government will be looking all round
the country for tails to re-lay between
Waroona and] Lake Clif toil. Moreover, there
is splendid toart in that diitriet, which tim-
her cannIot It presenit Ie utilised onl account
of omiat or mecans of comuinoiiation. Theni,
LOD, ilac aislinet cairre excellent .jarrali. I
rolisidi r ilthy duiy to make these state-
nXciS inl tile .absne of ilar soilth - estern
colleagues. The Colonial Secretary tho'-
roughaly undcrstands in;- position. The line
shoulld lnot be deserted i or every Toni, Dick
and Ilarry to do -is t'ey like onl it; un the
contrary, it shioul reveive larote'tioz front,
thle Govvernment. I ish to expiress my
pleas-re at the Locrnmnent having decided]
to providel the NVATm dgate sr ttlcrs, with I
railwia- , lint I zoust vintor oar T rot.-t against
the namnnuonineunt 4ef th~s line. T trust thle
Government will do nothiaig that will mili-
tate agninst tile reconstruiction of tile rail-
war, whc as sot :1 cieali line to build,
taut cost -07,1,00. We have prac'ticallly

.eIl a Close-r Ret tlenient Bill for the re-
snlnr lion of landS iii iruxinit 'v to Govprh-
merit railwn;. s iorc esp~ecially. Hero are
territories Tlr(1oTsi4iV :t (l-orerninent railway
well worthy of settlement, mid Yet vie are
aboult to toike awayV what w-ill be essiential
to the sulccess Of settlement. T trust the
M1iiii'ier will bringr under the intie of
Cablinet the ftrts wiceh I have stated,. facts
which T believe will appeal to Ministers
and to the Engineer-in-Chief. Let us not
do injury to one part Of the State in ordler
to benefit another part.

lion, J1. W. RIRWAN (South) [3.541:
I support the remarkS Of thle lAt speakerl,
who is one of thec membehrs representing

the district from Wich this railway is to
he reumove'd. Praise is uncioubtedly due to
those aembers who, seeing that the railway
cannot at pre~sent L-e put to any uoseful pur-
pose, offer no objection to t1w removal of
the rails and sleepers. It seens to me,
however, that Mr. ELning sonewbat mis-
unalerbtands. tile wording of the Bill when
ho iters that the Governnient will not be
able to protect whlat will remiain of tile
raililny after the rails and sleepers have
been removed. I feel qotte sure that the
Gjovernment do not intend to shift the for-
knation of the railway. in any ease, the
land it6il still remain the property of thle
(;nveriiient; and I should imagine that if
there be any fencing, and if representations
are made to the Government in that con-
nection, the fencing will be retained
and ea n thus he made use of ia
the event of the railway being recon-
st meted. 'My opinion is that thle purposes
Mr. Ewing has in view are not in arny -way
set inside by this Bill. The few words I
have to say hiave reference to the Newde-
gate settlers. 'Mr. (ireig and Mr. Bun ill
and I visited the Newdegate district soin
few weeks ago. I regret very mICcl that it
could not have been made the occasion of
a l'arflanitary visit, liecamze if oienabors
of Parl iiament geinerally could hot see -what
we aw during nr visit. theo- would be
agreealily so rprised withI the i. onderfo I de-
velopillent which lae takenl place there.
Thle district has onmerouls Settlers, and I
do not exaggeuute i'lhen I !av that no bet-
ler typ;' of a ttlcVs is t.) I V foulid in West-
erni Australia- nicn nil-u lake treini'dous

-eill theit wornk, w ho havci dot'e a very
lathe amlountf of work inalee 1, and who to-
day have betwveen an,11o an 40,000 hags
of wheat reasly to send to the market.

lionl. A. - Brvill: There is not a dlod
-ettler acnesqt themn.

Hon. JI. W. KIRWAN: Each and every
one of thle farms we visited showed evi-
dleuce of energy and perseverance and
Courage onl the part of muen who are seek-
inig to wake liues for themselves and
their families. Other members for the
district and r have had aumecrous initer-
viewvs with thle JPremier for the purpose
Of devising meansm to get thle n-heat
away from the district. The trouible
has tmeen that the road between Lanke Grace
and Newdegate will not Carry" the heavy
traffic necessary for the takingf away of the
wheat and then for than trnprsport of the
super. which the settlers would require for
their next harvest. The Government are
indeedl worthy of the highest praise for
their decision. to taike these rails and bare
the railway to -Newdlegate laid with them,
Ro thait tile coniing harvest nmny he dealt
with. There is just one other remtark I
woailrl like to make, in answer to an inter-
jection biv M.r. 'Moore, who said) that no
sooner do we briniz a rilway to one place
thanl somebodV colies along and stays, "Oh
no4, that is not the plseep; thme line should
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be taken farther on. 'I Although I do not
know the district, I wish to tell the Gov-
ernirent what I believe to lie quite eorrect
-tlhat no sooner will the railway have been
Ponpleted to N.ewdleg~ate than there will he
a strong demand for its extension still
further.

lHon. T. Moore: But there is settlement
along that line and there is none where
this line has run; that is the difference.

Ulon. J. IV. KIRWAN: I am not refer-
ring to the Lake Clifton line but to the
geiteral remarks that the lion, member
made. However, 1 am sure that the Gov-~
erment will be faced with a demnand for
thle extension of the line from Newdegate
eastward. So far as I can see the experi-
ertce has been that as railway comnmuniea-
tion has beenk pushed further towards the
vust, the lines have tapped better country.
The land at Dusnbleyning, for instance, is
better than thle land at Wagin; the land
at Lake Grace is bettor than that at
lwnmbleyuing; and the land at Newdegato
ii bette r than that at Lake Grace. There
is a place -with the horrible name of
Damnosa-I do not know bow it rceived
Such a name-and the people of Newde-
gate praise it wonderfully and admit that
seone of the land there is even better
than that of their own district. I
anticipate that there will be at rush to
take up that land as soon As the railway
is extended to 'Newdegate, and that people
will be clamnouring for land 30 or 40 miles
from the rail-head. That is a good sign,
for it shows that our agricultural resources
are even greater than, we realise and that
the demand for agricnltural land will i.-
ereasi as the railways are extended out-
wards. The energy shown by the Govern-
ment in so promptly introducing a Bill to
authorise the removal of the Waroono-
Lake Clifton line will. I hope, be eqnally
displayed in the rapidity with which they
construct the railway to Newdegate. The
energy shown so far is, worthiy of the
highest praise.

Hon. H. STEWART (South-East) 14.31:
T congratulate the Glovernment upon their
action in this matter. Although Ihe
settlers concerned are cot in my province.
I know the country anui traversed it be-
fore it was settled. There are settlers in
my province at Lake (Irace and Lake
Brown who are vitally interested ill this3
project. It was owing to the efforts of
those people who refused to accept denials
from the bead of the late Government th-it.
the present stagre has been rear-lied, it i%
owiog to the Lake Grace poneers, who
knew the value of the agricultural belt in
that part of the State. that the country,
there has started to yield profital-le re-
turns. Mr. Kirwan has outlined the whole
pcsition. The Grovernment have been in
an exceedingply difficult poAition. Some 12
months ago T was at Newclegate *itb HisA

Excellency the Governor and the then
rUnder Secretary for Landis delivered front
the then Premier, Sir James Mitchell, a
melssage to the settlers intimating that
when shout 10,000 acres-I am not sure
of the exact area specified-were cleared
for (rapping, a railway would be con-
structed. 'Three times the area specified
for clearing is now under crop and I do
not know the exact area of additional land
that has been cleared. The fact remains,
however, that until tire Glovernment dle-
cided to remove the Wartnonit-Lahe C'lifton
line, there was no prospeet oL the settlers
having that promise fulfillid. Tho action
taken by the Governmr-nt is n indication
of their strong determination to carry out
the promise of the previous Coverunment,
and their action in that diretc-tion, mrs well
as in accepting the responislilitv of going
to the expense of pulling uip material that
doubtless will he required ill years to
cunie, bespeaks strength on their part.
Their action will have a good effect to
that it will possibly rerull to the public
mind the scandalously loose meothod of
transacting Government business indulged
in when this line was originally con-
sidered. The agreement u-as entered into
with the W.A. Portland Cement Company
and the aigreemtent: provided, in view of
the concession regarding tile construction
Of tile line, that it should be up to the
State' a standard so that it could be taken
over by the Government in due course. It
was provided that the line should be taken
over when certain conditions had been
fulfilled by the compjfany. One of those
rnditions was that they were to make

available lime for general and agricultural
purposes. Nothing was included to relieve
the company from responsibility if the
lutle did not prove suitabls for those pur-
poses. There were certain obligations
uipon the company but they had not been
fulfilled when the agreement was finally
signed by teGovernment. I think at
that time the Premier, Six Henry Lefroy,
and Mfr. James Gardiner were in Mfel-
bourne, I am not sure where Mr. George
wa9 lint Mr. Colehatcht was Acting Premier
when the agreement was signed to take
over the line and pay the sum of £63,000.
That was done despite the fact that the
obligations upon the company had never
biven fulfilled. The outcome was the ap-
pointment of a Royal Comamission to ascer-
tain whether there was not someone
culpable over tbe transaction. If the
present proposal of the Government does
direct the attention of the public to what
happened in the past, it should have a
good effect, arnd it should also serve to
maike men holding high public positions
partticular regarding the safeguarding of
the interests of the State. I support the
second reading of the 'Bill and I can
assuire the Leader of the Housve that the
people in the districts concerned thoroulohlv
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appreciate the action of the Government
in earning to their assistance. Had the
Government not taken this action, the
settlers would have lost probably 2s. per
bushel on the value of their wheat, and
that would represent an actual loss to
them of something like £8,000 or £12,000.
Daring the last two or three months the
settlers have been pressing for railway
facilities and the Premier has been busily
engaged in investigating various means of
catering for the traffic, with the result
that, finally, the decision indicated by the
Bill itself was arrived at. Regarding the
suggestion by _Mr. Kirwan that the further
east one goes, the better and more valui-
able becomes the land, that contention is
perhaps quite right when it is regarded
from the standpoint of plant food contents.
There are other considerations beside that
aspect and, although the land, as one goes
further east, keeping within the limits of a
reasonable rainfall, may be said to improve
from the standpoint of wheat growing, it
must be remembered that much of the land
east of the Great Southern railway is
patchy. Within a few miles of Wagin there
is land as good as could be found anywhere,
while the land out from Nipperiag is as
rich and prolific as anywhere else. Owing
to the bountiful rainfall, however, the yield
has not always been as heavy as further
east, but the further east one goes, the more
it is noticed that the climate is different
and the natural grasses for stock-carrying
purposes are not so thick. Regarded purely
front the wheat growing aspect, there is
mu~ch in the contention of Mr. Kirwan, but
it would be wrong to allow the impression
to get abroad that for general mixed farm-
ing purposes thie land improves the further
one goes cast. It is not so.

Hon. J. IV. Kirwan: Have you been out
to flanosal

Non. H. STEWART: I have been fur-
ttey east than 'Mr. Kirwan has been so far.
f know that the further one goes east the
more the rainfall diminishes, and beyond
Newdegate one reaches regions where the
rainfall will be lighter still. Until we get
high cultnral methods, we shall not get
better yields than we secure from the areas
'iithin the l0in, rainfall.

Ho~n. .T. A. (Ircig: As you go east from
Newdegate you get closer to the coastal
country.

Hon. H. STEWART: That is so if you
gon towards the south. The land throughout
is variable and wheat growing is not the
only aspect to be taken into consideration.
People who hare spoken to Mr. Kirwan
have evidently viewed the question from the
standpoint of wheat production. Now that
Mr. Kirwan has realised the position, I
trust we shall see lessened opposition from
him when measures are introduced for the
assistancre of the suffering nariculturalists;.

Ron. CG. W. Miles: He has never opposed
such measures.

Hon. .1. W. Kirwan: I have never opposed
one Bill introduced for the purpose of as-
sisting the agiriculturist. I would like you
to point to one that I opposed.

Hon. H. STEWART: I accept the bon.
member's assurance.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw:- We are all barrack-
era for the agriculturist.

Hon. H. STEWART: But sometimes the
harrackers are rather misguided.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: We will not support
you next time if that is the position.

Hon. H. STEWART: I congratulate the
Government upon the introduction of the
Bill1.

Hfon. J. CORNELL (South) [4.15]: In
common with other speaker;, I commend
the Government ott their endeavour to do
the only thing that can be done if they
are to provide rsilway facilities for the
Newdegate settlers this 'iear. At the same
time, every member must feel a tinge of
regret that the Bill should be necessary;
for it marks an epoch in our railway con-
struction. We are about to pull up a rail-
way' . That in itself is regrettable. Whilst
I give the measure my support, I do it
with the reservation that I will not accept it
ais a precdent for the pulling up of a1'y
other railway. I do not want to diseloqe
secrets, bitt probably there are one or two
railways in the South 'Province that would
not bear close investigation, and a few in
the North-East and Central Provinces.

Hon. T. 'Moore: No, all of them in the
Central Province are quite right.

Mon. J. CORNELL: It is no great tax
on the memory to recall that a Royal Corn-
mtissioner recommended the pulling up of
railways in those three provinces. Because
of that I am sorry to have to record my
vote in favour of the pulling up of an es-.
tablished railway.

Hon. 3. 31. HOLMES (North) [4.17): 1
congratulate the Government on their facing
of the position. In one place they harve
rails and sleepers with no traffic to pass over
them, and in another place assured traffic
but no railway. Mr. Ewing complains that
we are about to pull up what should be a
sectin of the North-South railway between
EHunbury and Perth. The trouble is the ran-
way began from the wrong place. It should
have gone from Pinjarra, south to Lake
Clifton, and thence through good swamps
to Bunhury. The pulling up of the railway
will not alter that scheme. It was started
from the wrong place becaiise a 'Minister,
full of his own importance, declared that it
touoild go f rom. Waroona, not from any-
where else. Apart from that, the construc-
tion of this railway represents one of the
saddest phases of the history of the State.
A smart set of business men came here and
secured a. permit for the construction of a
railway to car-v limc for the agriculturists.
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They got the railway built by the Govern-
ment on the understanding that they would
foot the bill. The Government piled on the
charges, but when the railway was finished
it was discovered that the lime was not suit-
able for agriculture, and so those smart
busiaesN n persuaded the Government to
take over the line at cost price. Let us close
that page of history forever, because it is too
sad to contemplate. There is one clause in
the Bil! for which I should like the Minister
to be prepared in Committee. It is the pro-
vision that the cost of the railway may be
omitted from the Government railway ac-
counts. If it is to be so omitted, to what
is it to be chargedI The money has been
expended on behalf of the Railways, and in-
terest atnd sinking fund must be provided.
The oily reasonable way to adjust accounts
would he to make it a charge on revenue
and charge it up, not to the present Adminis-
tr-ation, but to the previous Administration
that created the debit. T hope the 'Minister
will enlighten us as to what is proposed in
this regard, because it appears to me the
Railway Department are to be allowed to
omit the cost of the railway from their ac-
counts, and yet have the rails and sleepers.
The whole amount is to be omitted from the
railway accounts, but the rails and sleepers
will be included in the Newdegate railway,
plus thu cost of construction of that line.
This Lake Clifton railway cost £62,000, and
the estimated value of the rails and sleepers
is £E16,000, leaving a difference of £ff6,000
to disappear. How is that to be made good!
I hope ihe Minister will he able to tell us.
"Most certainly it must be made good, and
it should be made good out of revenue. 1
will support the second reading.

Hon. J A. GREIG (South-East) [4.24):-
I congratulate the Government on their de-
termination to pull up the line with a view
to supplying the Newdegate settlers with
railway facilities. As to the embankments
and cuttings that will be left, it would be
a good ides to convert the track into a road
for vohiculnr traffic. Such a road would
carry all that is likely to be produced along
that line for some time to come. I was sur-

- -. -Ew_ "in'sy '
prsent cu -- aI ..... 6 U~tle i
beautif a- country somewhere beyond the ter-
minus ef the line. It is a pity that did not
occur to him when, a little while ago, the
Government were looking for an area for
settlement.

Hon. J1. Ewing: It has been put before
them repeatedly.

Hon. .7. A. GTREIG: I urge the Govern-
ment to hurry on with the construction of
the Nowdegate railway so that the settlers
there may get their fertilisers through for
next ye;:r. Theyv will require over 1,000 tons
Of Super. and se veral hundred tons of mach-
inery. At present they are not farming pro-
perly, for the reason that they have no
means oif getting machinery out there. There
is in that area a lot of good country stilt

unselected. In all, 121 farmers are on their
holdings at Newdegate, and their average
distance from a railway is nearly 40 miles.
Land lying vacant there to-day will be grow-
ing good- crops in the near future. Reference
has been made to other railways that would
not stand c~lose investigation. Fortunately,
there are no such railways in my province,
and IE hope there never will be. I congratu-
late the Government on their determination
to build the new line to Newdegate, and
equally on their determination not to use
this material in building the line from
Thvarda to 'Narrogin, for that line would
not pay axle grease and might have to be
pulled up.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. J.
YU. Drew-Central-ini reply) [4.28]: I sc-
knowledge the congratulations of hon. mem-
hers on the attitude of the Government to-
wards the Newdegate railway. Two points
raised by Mr. Ewing I should like to ex-
plain. The first is in regard to the preser-
vation of the permanent way of the War-
oona-Lake Clifton line, That matter has
already been considered, and the Govern-
meat have decided that nothing shall be
done to interfere with the permanent way
beyond the pulling up of the rails and
sleepers. Possibly IiU or 15 years hence
development may arise requiring a railway,
in which event the permanent way will be
tilready Mhere.

Hon. G. W. Miles: You will not put on
men to keep it in repair?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Cer-
tainly not, but we wvill do nothing to inter-
fere with it. Again, provision is made in
the Rill that the railway ceases to be a
Government railway. That has been done
with a definite object. Without that provi-
sion, ay future Government could construct
a railway over that permanent way, hat
tnder that provision any Government pro-
posing to build a railway over that route
must first secure Parliamentary anthority.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BTL-IXDTJSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

I" Commisttee.

Resumed from the previous day. lion.
y-. W. Kirwan in the Chair; the Colonial
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 7-Amendment of Section 42:

The CHAIRMAN: When progress was
reported, the Comomittte bad decided to
strike out all words after the figures ''42."y

Hon. J. EWING: I move-

That the fol'owriag tenni be inserted
in lien of the wrords .slrack oat:-' The-
court shall consist of (1 president op-
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fpointed by thr Oor-ernor. Wise president
shall be a judge of the Supreme Court.
The presidenlt shall not be required to per-
forms tny duties as judge of the Supreme
Court aring his appointmnitt as presi-
dentt of the Court of uArbitration, and hi8
appointment shalt trot prejudice asp rights
or pririUrges hie may heate or be eatited to
as judge of the Supreme Court."
lion. H. STEWAkRT: I move-

That the aa-endmeat be amended by
fitsrieling after 'president,'' where it first
occurs, the words ''and one or more die-
putty presidentis."

I do tis to give the Committee an oppor-
tunity to consider the principle. If we
bave a president, it is desirable from the
outset to have one or more deputy presi-
dents so that there shiall be someone fully
conversant ivith the policy of the court.
Then if it becomes necessary for someone
to take over the duties of president, a qual-
ified man would be available. The presi-
dent wovld allocate the work of the deputy
presidents, Just. as the Chief Justice allo-
cates the work of the Supreme Court.

Hon. A, LOVEKXN: I hope Mr. Stewr-
art's amendinlent will not be agreed to. We
do not want to complicate the Bill more
than we shall do by adopting 'Mr. Ewing's
amendment. Quite a new scemeie will be
set up by this measure. We are going to
have a number of boards with a view to
adjusting industrial disputes, and a, good
deal of the work will be taken away from
the court. At the inception we mrar be
content to give the measure a trial wvith a
president of the court and the boards, and it
will be timef ciuuh nest year or tRe year
after to think of appointing deputy presi-
dents should a conig~stion of husincta oe-
our. With time boards comkposed of people
having a knowledge of tire iudastrie; ii, dis-
pute, I think the court will have little to do
beyond fixing the basic wage and consider-
blig appeals. If we appoint deputy presi-
'lenits it wvill be ncessaryr, in order to ob-
tain, continuity Of policy aind freedom, to
appoint them for life, siibject to removal
by a rote of both Houses of Parliament.
i is unthimnkable that any one appointed to
sit on a judicial tribunal should he ap-
pointed for a term of years so that his
future depends upon the Goveranment in
power wheni his term expires. Such a state
of affairs would not make for the impartial
justice we expect from our courts. I do
not think any person qlualified to become
a judge or any business mnan would be pre-
pared to take on the work for a period of
seven years only, and run the risk of dis-
pleasing the Governiment of the dlay and
having to return to his profession or bus-
ines and beem again.

Ron. H. STEWART:- I hope T shall be
able to gain Mr. Loi-elin Is suprport, becamse
jr idea is quite in accordance with his de-

sires. Mr. Los-ekin fears thst the appoint-
wrent of a deputy residlent would lead to
complicationsg. On the second reading he
expressed the hope that the president and
the boards would he left to dleal with the
business. That is a reason for having a
deputy president. He would know what was
being done, and continuity of policy would
be assured. The Bill provides for'various
boards, and enforcement orders are to he
dealt with by indlustrial msagistrates. There
will. be amnple work for one if not more
dcput. presidenits. I agree that a deputy
presideni should lie appmointed for life, aridl
if lie is appointed in order that the requisite
niachinery inay hie fully provided, consid-
erirg the enous 'financial interests
involved, it would he reasonuable to pay him
a cordeo of thousand pounds a year.
N o suitable mian would be prepared to
give up his business for a tenure of, say,
seven years. The deputy president should
he appointed for life, being removable
only by resoluition of buth Houses of Par-
linmeor. There would be no fear of clash-
ing, because the president is head of the
court. If time right choice is made of
deputy presidents they will give to the
State work whit-h wvill warrant their
appointment and the payment of their
salaries.

lion. T. NICHOLSON4: The proposal tor
appoint deputy presidents requires much
consideration. Mr. Stewart fears that
there will be a great eohngestioo of busi-
niess, calling for the services not only of a
president but also of one or more deputy
presidents. 'Rot that will depend on how
the measure works and how the busines.%
of the court proceeds. If a mneans is found
of settling disputes without refereuce to
the Arhitration Court, then, cleady, the
ordinary work which is dealt with by the
court as now constituted must be greatly
msinimised. A further difficulty is the
suggestion to apmpoint both the president
ond the deputy president for life. Mr.
Ewing's suggestion seemns to me the wiser
one. There riust he a president of the
court. Had] lie undoubtedly should hold the
qualifications of a Supreme Court judge.
Assuming that within a short time the
work of the court becomes so much re-
duceed that the services of a deputy presi-
dent are not required, how is he to be got
rid of if appointed for life? The Glovern-
ment would find timseelves saddled with a
deputy' president, or possibly several
deputy presidents, while having no work
for hini or then to do. Up to the present
the court hasg consisted of practically one
individual, since the three membertf of the
heart have always sat together. There-
fore one president by himself can do as
muceh work as is done by the present court.
The position would be different if the
present court were broken uip into three.
'But the argument is that the work of the
court will be reduced by this measure.
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At'dit\,iial appoitncnts can be made
later, if found necessary, through the
mnedium of a short amnding Bill, When
tIat Bill camne before Parlian'ent, it might
be considered that thle deputy president,
ox deputy presidenti, should not be
appointed for a longer term than, say, fie
or seven years. Undoubtedly the presi-
dent himiself should be appointed for life,
in order to maintain that consistency in
thle decisions of thle court whichi is vital
to the purposes in view. T support %ir.
Ewing's amendment.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: When considering
the appointment of one or more deputy
presidents, we should have regard for
what has occurred in the past and also for
what the Bill proposes with reference to
various committees. The present three
members of the court have sat as one, and
have done their work as well as a Sopreme
Court judge does his. Rut if in future the
president devotes the whole of his time to
the work of thle Arbitration Court. the
position should be greactly inproved.
'Moreover, under this Bill it would be
possible for the president to delegate thle
-whole of his work to boards, sending one(
to Oeraldton, another to Albany. and so
on, saying, "If the people are not santis-
fied, let tlhem comie to me.' The appoint-
meat of the presidlent should not, in my
opinion, be for life, as the matters t0 be
dealt with are not nmatters of law, an-i
when a loan gets beyond aL certain age he
should not sit jis president of the Arbitra-
tion Court. -My own prefereuce would tie
for appointing the President for 1O ye~ars.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I re-
gard Mr. Ewing's amnildment as c on-
sequential. This niatter was discussed at
great length last night, and I was beaten
on the question of the constitution of the
court. If the piovisions for boards remain
in thle Bill, thle president will be relieve'!
of a great deal of work, and so there will
be no necessity' for a dleputy president.
especially a deputy president for life. I
can understand the appointment of aL
deputy president if the president is ill, but
there is already prov-ision for that. .

[Ion. H. STEWART: The appointment
of a deputy president should be provided
for differently from the mnanner proposed
in the Bill. We may go along for perhaps
three years with a president, and then Rt
deputy president has to he appointed, and
whom are the Government to appoint? A
inin would have to be brought in simply
from outside, Hie would be appointed by
the Governor in Council, and an unsuit-
able man might be selected. That risk
van be avoided by providing that the
deputy *vPresident shall be appointed sub-
ject to the Approval of Parliament. Ia any
ease. there will have to he an addition to
the Supreme Court bench in order that the
number of judges may not be diminished.
The objection could be met by providing

that the! deputy president could be ap-
ointed with the approval of P-arlianment.

I have not had sufficient support for my
proposal and theretore 1 will ask le-ave to
withdraw it.

Amiendmient on amendmenut, by leave,
withadrawn.

Anien1dienlt put and passed; the clause,
as amended, ngre,-d to.

Clause 8-Amendment of Section 43:

Hon. J1. EWING: What I proobse may
be considered a consequential amendment
though in reality it is not. The Bill pro-
iides bor the exc-ision of Section 43 of tile
prineipal Art and tMe adldition of thle words
contained in the Bil1l. My amiendment is in

he tin etion of striking out the wyords Con-
taiuned inl the Bill and substituting others.
Imove-

That all tile words after ''4d'' inl line
I of the pro posed substection be strnck
out and tile followcing inserted in lieu4:
"'In case (if the illness or absence of the
JPresident (it any liime, the Governor snay
imoalthoite a judge or (cit person having
tir quoimfii-ations of a judge of the
Snmpreunr Court toe act as President or
Yfce-Presiden' daring suck, iliness or ab5-

.1451cC and until tll- terminlation. of any
I ending liqui.

Thev IM-8T'Is to le nppointed need not be a
judge, but lie umrst have thie qualification
of a jadge. It u-ill l-e noticed that I pro-
v-ide that although the president may be
able to ristijue lute, the deputy shall con-
tinue until lie has finished thle work he has
commenced.

lin. H. MTEWVAIT: Instead of refer-
ring to himi as president or vice-president,
asL the lion. nmemnber proposes to do, whly not
call him deputy president?

lHon. J. Ewving: I see no ob1jection to
that.

The COLONIAL -SECRETARIY :The
anieniluit is not as simple as it looks.
Motst lion. nicubers have advocated the ap-
Iloiltulent of a Judge of the Supremne Court.
The nnmendlment means that a solicitor can
lie brought in from outside- during the tem-
pornry aibsence of the pnesident.

Iron. J. En-ing! That is what it means.
Thle COLONIfAL SECRETARY: I op.

lim'e that. Au outsidle solicitor may he
aler-ted ill whom the people may not have
e-jmtidencep. He wouldl be acting as presi-
dlent for, say, three niths; lie wvould have
no responsgibility and then wrouldl be gone
for ever.

Hon. ItI. STEWART: I an in ngreuinnt
with the views of the Colonial SP-rotary.
We nist uiphold the prestige o1 the court
soi that it shiall always have the confidence
of every sFetion of the eounaunity.

lon. .1. -1. HTOLMES- : The Posit inn would1
heP met if we struck out the wordg ''any
rersomi 1avizig the qntalifthntioas of a
judlge.'"
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H-on. 3. EWING: I agree with the view
expressed by the Leader of the House and
admit that it -would be in the power of a
Government to appoint any solicitor they
wished. With the permission of the House
I will alter my amendment to read-

In case of the illness or absence of the
president at any time the Governor may
nominate a judge of the Supreme Court
as acting president during the illness or-
absence of the president and until the
termination of any pending inquiry.

Hon. T. MOORE: If members will turn to
Section 43 of the principal Act they will
see that we are inserting something that is
alreadyv there. It seems to me that we are
just wasting time.

Hion, J. NI\CHJOLSON: There is a dif-
ference between the amendment and the
section of the Act by reason of the fact
that the anmendmnent gives power to the act-
ing president to sit until the termination
of the pending inquiry. That does not
appear in the existing Act.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 9-Aucadnient of Section 47:

Ron, .1, EWING: I move and amend-
meat-

That at? -the irords after "repealed"
in line I be Struck out.

This is necessary because of the amendment
that we have already passed.

Amendment put and passed: the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 10--Amendment of Section 48:

Hon. J1. EWING:- I move an amend-
went-

That after the words "forty-eight"
the following be inserted: "forty-nine,
fifty, fifty-tvwo, fifty-three, fifty-five and
fifty-six."

Section 49 deals with the appropriation of
salaries for ordinary members of the court;
Section 5A) with existing members of the
court; Section 52 with disqualification of
membership; Section 53 with power for Te-
moving such members; Section 55 with the
mode of filling casual vacancies; and Sec-
tion 56 with the oath of office for ordinary
members.

Amendment put and passed.

The CHAIRMAN: The remainder of the
clause will be amended consequentially.

clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 11 to 13 put and negatived.

Clause 14-Amendment of Section 58:
Ron. A. LOVEKRIN; T move an amend-

meat-

That (it the end of parag~raph (b) the
wcords ''and tlee award shall be mode and

issaued ithI re/t see to such unions'' be
struck out.

This may mean that an award shall be
issued after it has been referred to the
union for approval.

lion. J. Cornell: But the whole para-
graph is coming out.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN; That being so, I
will withdraw the amendment.

Amendmcent by leave withdrawn.

Ron. E. H. HARRIIS: I move an amend-
nient-

7/jot paragraph (b), sub paragraph
(I). be struck alut.

The p-aragraph contains an impudent sug-
gestion. An unregistered union may be
brought lefore the court by the Mfinister,
and a registered union that is obeying the
law may he notified that it is a party to
the dispute. The latter unlen trill then
have to be hound by the award made in
respect to the unregistered body. If it in
understood that all industrial organisations
can have their grievances disposed of by
the court, all that we would need would be
mne-hine-i for hearing industrial disputes
in general.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is
necesstry in the interests of industrial peace
that persons who do not belong to a union
should be forced into court, In the build-
ing trade there are seine workers who per-
haps suapply the trade with materials, but
are not registered as a union. They are in
a position to hold up the entire industry.
PuTner this clause the Minister would have
power in say that a dispute had arisen, and
refer it to the court.

H7on. IT. Stewart: To what suppliers do
you refer?

The C-OLONIAL SECRETARY: Experi-
ence has shown that this does occur. There
are small sections in connection with the
building trades that have power to hold up
building operations because of strikes. There
are no means of getting those individuals
before the court unless the clause be agreed
to.

Hon1. J. CORNELL: The Minister is
mnisin formed. The Bill provides power for
the court to move of its own violition. At
present it cannot do so. The existing law
provides that the president may convene a
eumpul~torv coufcrence and the Minister may
appoint a special commissioner to hold a
conference. If there is no amicable settle-
snent, no power is provided to refer the dis-
pute direct to the court. The Bill remedies
both those detets Why is it desired,
therefore, that the Minister should have a
finger in the pie? It is better to give the
court the power suggested rather than the
Minisle-r. It is sL dangerous power to place
in the hands of a 'Minister, whatever his po-
litical Ildiefs may be, for circumstances may
crop rip when somne question will be referred
to tVie vourt that cannot be dealt with, and
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that 'ni11 tend t-, undermine the pow.
court. Two individuals cantinot ope:
advantage in the one field. The
plies to both unionist and non-unlo
the necessary safeguards are pro.
dealing with disputes before they
acute stage.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I agree
Cornell's views regarding the posil
Minister. Yesterday we learnt
plasterers' union is not registe
that that organisation could hold
building trade.

Hon. E. H. Gray: The union
gisteredl under the Arbitration Act.

Hion. E, H. HARRIS: Because
get more mnone, as they are now
they were registered! There ma2
carpenter 's unions in the buildingt
union being registered and the
registered. The unregistered i
create a dispute and be taken to the
tion Court. Thc registered union
bound by the decision and that
manifestly unfair, because their
had not any smy in the citation. T
clause should be struck out.

Arnecvuent put and a divisic
with tie following result:-

Ayes .. -

Noes

Majority for-

Ho..
Hon.
Mon.
Hon.
Hon.
Mon.
Hoi..
Mon.
Hon.-

Arise.
A. Burvill
J. Cornell
J. Duffeln
S. Ewing
V. Hamersley
E. H. Harris
1. J3. Holmes
A. Lovekin
J. Mt. Macfarlane

Honl. J. M. Drew
Hon. E. H. Gray
Hon. J1. W. Hickey

non.
Mon.
lion.
nion.
lon.

Mon.
Hon.
lion.

A.
H.
H.
H.

w. D
Wieb
3.1
Redc
A.
Ste'
.

A. C

'Cr of the
rate with
Bill ap-
nist, and
'ided for
reach the

with Mr.
tion of a
that the
'red and
Iup the

a not re-

they ca
*than If
y be two

shoullI any question arise as to all or a ma-
jority 4f such parties on one side or the
other, 1,aring agreed to such reference, the
question shall be settled by the president
upon summons under Section 68. The clause
seeks to give that power also to the Min-
ister.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 17-Amendment of Section 63:

Eon. J. NICHOLSON: I move an amend-
ment-

That in lines 5 and 6 the words ''and
the proviso to Subsection 4 of Section 63
of the principal Act is hereby repealed''
be struck out.

r ,oe That proviso deals with the appearance of
other im solicitors in the Arbitration Court. It is
on could prpsdb tecluetstieotta
Arbitra- propioe byoherclgauseghton stieot hatis

would be proiso confaberinga right o l ot pre.
memldbe tamned in the interests of either party re-
think the quiriag at solicitor.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The ob-
in taken, ject of the clause is to make the proceed-

ings of the court as inexpensive as possi-
17 ble. There is no occasion to introduce the

5 lawyer into the court at any time. He
cannot ho there at the hearing of any in-

12 dustrial dispute. All such eases are con-
ducted by laymen, and there is no need
for the introduction of lawyers.

StesHoll. T. Cornell: The Bill proposes that
otson industrial magistrates may do this.
H. Saw The COLONIAL SECRETARY: But
don those industrial magistrates may not be
Steplheu.,ou lawyers; they busy be meil without any legal
.art traiuing whatever. The object of the clause
Sellan.d is to remove as many technicalities as pos-
Irellg sible.
Tery.)

Nnens.
Mon. T. Moore
Mon. J. R. Brown

(Teller.)

PAIR.
AvE. No.

Hon. C. F. Baxter IHon. W. H. K~its..

Amn-irent thus passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 1.5-agreed to.
Clause 16-Amendment of Section 82.
Hon.TNIHOLSON: I move an amend-

ment-
That in line 2 after ''the Minister"

the wcords "or the'' be Wartfed.
Section 62 provides that anR industrial dis-
pute mnar be referred to the court in the
prescribed manner by the party or parties
or a ma~jority of the parties on the one side
or the other, and Subseeton 2 provides that

Hon. T. NICHOLSON: The Minister
overlooks the first portion of Subsection
4 of Section 63 of the principal Act, pro-
viding thai no legal practitioner shall be
allowed to appear or be heard before the
court in ally capacity whatev-er, or to attend
the court to advise the representatives of
any party before the court, unless all the
parties cxnress their consent thereto. Then
follows the proviso, which it is sought to
have struck out, providing that when the
court is sitting for the trial of an offence,
either partyv shall have the right to ha,
represented by counsel. In other words.
a party before the court is allowed to coll
in legal advice when charged with an
offence.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Seldom, if ever, does
a lawyer appear in the Arbitration Court.
The Committee is perpetuating a principle
that has been in vogue all these years in
respect of the hearing of industrial dis-
putes, namely that the lawyer shall be be-
yond the pale. The clause goes further,
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and prescribes that a mn on trial for an lion. J. r'oRyELL If the denisreitllin
indictable offense cannot avail himself of
counsel. That is carrying it too far. Mofre-
over, it is a weapon likely to cut both ways,
for circumstances mar arise in which a
union clhirged with an offence would be
well advised to be represented by counsel. 1,
hope the Minister will not oppose the amend-
ment.

Amendment put and passed ; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Causes IS, 19, 20 -agreed to.

Clause 21-Demarcation of callings:

Hon. H. STEWART: It should not be
mandatory to appoint a special hoard. The
power should rest with the court. It would
be an improvement if application for a
hoard could be made by employers as well
as employees. I mnove an amendment-

That in line 4 of flhe proposed snew sub-
section (1) "'shall"' be struck out and
' 'may'' inserted in lieu.
Hon. T. MOORE: If it appears to the

court that a certain course of action should
be adopted, surely it should be mandatory
on the court to adopt it.

Hon. J. CORNELL: It would be wise to
make mandatory the appointment of a
board. The usefulness of demarcation,
boards will depend upon their being made
standing boards, which could settle many
grievances. williout recourse to the court and
without creating friction between the par-
ties.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
is no necessity for employers to have repre-
sentation on the demarcation boards. The
disputes intended to be dealt with arise
amongst the workers themselves. Such dis-
putes arise at the Midland Junction Work-
shops between the engineers and the fitters.
The Commissioner of Railways is not in the
slightest degree interested, but he wantg
the disputes settled, so that the work may
not be held up. In house building disputes
arise as to whether roofing with galvanised
irou is the work of carpenters or of plumb-
era. In nine eases out of ten the employers
are not interested. If the employers are
interested, the court has power under para-
graph (a) to provide for their representa-
tion. It should he left to the court to sail
who shall he represented on the demarcation
boards.

lion. IT. STEWART! Apparently the
fullest power is given to the demarcation
boards and to the court. I ask leave to
,vithdlraw the amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawni.

Hon. H1. STEWART: I suggest that the
words ''of workers'' in line 2 of the pro-
posed new subsection be deleted. If em-
ployers are interested in one case out of ten,
provision should be made for their represen-
tation.

boards arc to be called into existence only
when disputes arise, much of their utility
will be destroyed. If we could havc stand-
ing demarcation boards to funcetion when
rc,ired, delays and irritation would be ob-
viated.

Hon. G. W. Mtiles: Blut disputes, once set-
tled, will not be arising every day.

Hon. J. C'ORNELL: They arise fre-
quently on various points. Tkhe Minister
should consider making provision in the.
clause for the appointment of perininent
depmarcation board.

lHon. J1. J1. HOLMES: I agree with Mr.
Stewart that the words ''of workers'"
should be deleted. Then it would Fe open
to either party to have relIMrentntiov on a
demarcation board. I mov-e an amend-
mnost-

That the words '"of irorkers'' be de-
leted.

Sitting suspended from 6.1.5 to 7.30 P.

Hon. J. J1. HOLMES: On further con-
sideration, T think the clause would be bet-
ter if the words ''of workers,'' which the
amendment I moved before tea proposes to
stike out, w-ere retained. I, therefore, ask
leave to withdraw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Ron. J. J.~ HOLMES: I move an amend-
ment--

That in proposed Subsection 1, after
''workers."' in line 5, there be inserted
"'or any indz-strial union of employers''

I hold tha~t the demarcation board is neces-
sary when [wo unions claim the same work.
The unions know that the demarcation board
must give the work to one union or the
other, and consequently neither of them ap-
proeches the board, both preferring to go on
scrambling for the work. The employer
should have the right to come in.

Heon. A. LOV'EKIN: I think this is a
good amendment, because it will bring our
law into line with that of Victoria in this
respect. In that State most of the disputes
in facrories and industrial houses are settled
by the employees sitting around a table. The
boards, I understand, are constantly sitting
to arranige disputes, mostly between the emn-
ployeles themselves. But where the employer
is concerned in the dispute, he has to write
invoking the aid of the Labour Department
to call a compulsory sitting of the board.
I am informed that the Victorian boards
do good work. The figures show that
there are fewer industrial disputes in
Victori a than in any other State, and I
believe that fact to be due largely to the
boards.

Amendment put and passed.
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lion A. LOVEKIN: T move an amend-
ment-

Thot in paragraph (a) of proposed
Si1,scc-ion, I the words 'one-half of such
other mnembers shall be representatives of
employers, and the other hialf shall be re-
jprcsentativcs of the industrial unions of
workrrs ingaged in the said calling.'' be
struck out, and the following inserted in
lieu:-''one-hoif in number of such other
members shall be employjers or employers'
maunaging experts and the other half
workers, each of whom is actually and
bon'a fide engaged in one of the said call-
'-ngs.',

When the Bill was introduced in another
place, i:, contained the words of this amend-
ment. However, the words were struck out,
and o'iher words, now in the Bill, were sub-
stitutedl. I want to got back to the original
Bill, ehieh provides that these boards shall
be constituted of persons actually engaged
in the industry. They are the proper people
to settle- a dispute.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You don't wast Tom
Walshi on the board.

Hon. A. LOVEKTN: No. I do not want
on the board the men 's representatives, who,
instead of bringing about a settlement, will
1 )roball n v ake things worse.

Hon. W. Hf. KITSON: Apparently Mr.
Lovelci, desires that the employers shall he
represented by experts, while the employees
are not to have the assistance of their see-
retaries or presidents. The men concerned
in thi' dispute are the best judges as to
who shAl represent them.

Hon. J. Cornell: Not always.
Hon. A. Lovekin: This was in your

original Bill.
Hon. W. H. KITSON: I cannot help

that. The employees should have the right
to appoint a representative whether he is
actual' engaged in the industry or not, for
the purposes of an inquiry of this kind.
The secretary, fo, example, might be a man
with a lifetime's experience of the industry,
but not then actually engaged in it owing
to the fact of his being secretary of the
union.

Hou. T. MOORE: I do not want hon.
members to run away with the belief that
all union secretaries in this State are "Ton
Waishes.'' Remarks that are thrown about
the Chamber sometimes create a bad im-
pression. We have in this State to-day what
is known! as the industrial disputes commit-
tee and if there is anything that Western
Australia has to be thankful for it is the
existence of that body, who do their work
voluintarily. The members of that commit-
tee have settled more troubles than the Ar-
bitration Court in the past few years. They
nil belicve in finjustrial peace. All hare been
through the organisation. Are we to debar
those men who have done so much-Mr.
Kenneally, Mr. Kitson, Mr. Burgess, Mr.

Watts tand ctliera-from doing a good deal
itho rutur '. The amendatent says ''Em-

ployers' ninaging experts.'' Let us have
workers' managing experts, and I1 shall
be content. ThcV- are the men w~hose names
I have mentioned.

Hon'. A. Lovekin: Take out the wvorn
experts. I
Hon. '1. MOORE: I want industrial

pence to be maintained. I have seen union
secetaries do so much during the past few
years that I think it would be unwise to in-
terfere with their work. Let me refer
briefly to the timber industry which was
held nii because the employers' representa-
tive sa~d to the Arbitration Court, ''You
have no right to decide this muatter; it is
piece work.'' The employers' representa-
tive ]arsuaded Judge Webb that he could
not deal with the ease and a section of the
workers wvent on strike against the advicei
of the union secretary who battled hard to
get the judge to deliver an award. The dis-
putes committee camne along and ordered the
men back to work. There wvas a round
table conference and the committee got us
out of a great difficulty. They said to the
employers, ''You must allow these men to
be lheardl in the court.'' The employers
agreed and last week an award was
delivered. Industrial peace has reigned
throughout the period, when, but for the
disputes commiittee, the result might have
bee,, serious.

Hon. A. J. H-. SAW: I had intended a
little earlier to su~pport the remarks of
Mr. Kitson. Now T am glad to be able to
say that I can support the remarks of
both Mr. Kitson, and Mr. Moore. We all
agree that trade unionism is necessary,
and if we are agreed on that it is neces-
sary likewise that a trade union shall have
a secretary. Having a secretary I do not
know why wye should be continually
cavilling ait him. The secretary is there
to perform a useful work which is required
by the union. Is there any reason why
this section of employees who are coni-
cerned as to which particular calling shall
do a class of work shall be debarred from
choosing whatever representative they
like? I do not see why we should try to
limit thema. Even in the skilled trades the
best men are engaged to put forward a
ease. They should be allowed to decide
for themselves what particular representa-
tive they want to employ and if the union
secretary is chosen, well then, are not
members of the unions the best Judges in
that regard? I was glad to bear the re-
marks of Mr. Kitson and Mr. Moore, be-
cruse when I advanced a somewhat similar
argument on the Jury Act Amendment
Bill, those members would not have it that
the people engaged in particular trades
were the best persons qualified to express
an opinion on certain intricate eases.

Hon. A. BURVTLTJ: I support the re-
marks of Mr. Kitson, Mr. Moore and flr.
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Saw. I do not see how trade unionism can Hon. T, -Moore: Are not trade union
be worked unless we permit the members
of the unions to select the representative
they require. The unions have their own
ideas and their wish is to put those ideas
into the best possible shape. If we de-
prive them of the means whereby they can
do this, trouble will follow. It will be far
better to let each side pick its own ex-
perts. I am not in favour of Mr. Love-
kin's amendment; I am, in favour of the
clause.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I agree with Mr.
Moore that trade union secretaries are
men who have gone through the mill, but
there are others as well.

Ron. T. Moore: I admnit that there are
exceptions.

Han. J. CORNELL: I have yet to learn
that the general body of trade unionists
are so bankrupt of brains that they can-
not be expected to find someone else to fill
the job. I shall move an amendment to
paragraph (a) of Mr. Lovekin 's amend-
men t.

The CHAIRMAN: The question before
the Committee just now is, rot that para-
graph (a) be inserted, but that all the
words after ''question'' in the second line
be struck out with a view to inserting
other words.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The remarks of
Mr. Kitson and Mr. Moore would have
been all right applied to any board other
than a demarcation board. Surely we
want representatives who know exactly
what the work is. I do not mind union
secretaries being on a board like this pro-
vided they have had some experience in
the trade. We might amend Mr. Love-
kin's amendment to read ''Each of whom
has been or is actually.''

Hon. A. Lovekin: That would suit me.
Hon. J. J. HOLMES: What I wish to

have is a representative who knows what
the trade is and who knows where a
man's training ends in one case and where
that of another tradesman begins. We do
not want a Than who by his eloquence can
persuade a majority of the board to swing
round in his favour.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Dr. Saw has not
bten engaged in these industries, and does
not appreciate the difficulties that arise.
Our object is to promote industrial peace,
and if we can get together the men who
understand the particular business on
hand, we shall secure that industrial peace.
If, on the other hand, we bring in out-
siders -who know nothing about the trade
or industry, they may go to the Trades
Hall and put forward a false position as
regards the matter in dispute. If we bring
in Trades Hall secretaries, we shall prob-
ably have trouble, bat if we can get the
men themselves sitting around a table
with the employers, that trouble will be
avoided.

secietaries reasonable men!
Hlon. A. LOVEKLN : There are some

first class honourable men, and some who
are quite tbe reverse. daany of the indus-
tmial troubles that occur have been caused
by Trades Hall secretaries. The -men

themselves may not care about paying
their subscriptions, and the secretary may
feel hie must be doing something to keep
the men together and get in their sub-
scriptions. Round table conferences are
the best means of ensuring industrial
peace. If the emnployers keep the workers
at arm's length and litigation is spoken
of, there is nearly always trouble.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I fail
to see where the union secretary comes
into this paragraph. If there is a dispue
b~etwreen the plumbers and the carpenters,
each side will appoint a representative to
act for it. The representatives many ba
the Secretaries.

lHon. A. Burvill: They are bound to
appoint the men who know most ablout
the matter.

lHon. J. J. Holmes: And they will be
the secretaries.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If the
unions are permitted to choose their own
representatives, undoubtedly they will
choose the best tradesman, who may or
may not be the secretary.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I cannot understand
a man being allowed to hold for long the
position of secretary of a union unless he
has been a competent worker himself. Many
of the most expert tradesmen are had ex-
ponents of a ease, and they' have to rely
upon the man n-ho can best present it.

Hon. W. H. KTTSONX: I regret that
some of the speakers have gone out of their
way to offer insults to union secretaries.
In most eases the secretaries are practical
men and have a wide knowledge of the
particular trade in which they are inter-
ested. Disputes that arise tinder the head-
ing of this clabse will be between unions,
and it is only right that the unions should
be in a position to appoint as their repre-

sentatives those wvho are best able to fill
that position. A union secretary, although
not actively engaged in the industry at the
time, would know the facts and be able to
pi-sent the ease. It would be courting
trouble to interfere with the freedom of
the unions in this respect.

Hon. J. DrETFFLL: If it is proposed
to fix the Wnary' that is to he paid to the
resresentatives of the workers, I can n-
dlerqtand n-by the words ''induistrial unions
of " have led to so muc debaite. If these
words were struck out, we should achieve
the object desired hr Air. Lorekin. TUn.
'loubitedly round tnble conferene, phoild
consist of representatives of the men
chiefly concerned.

l
T on. A. TOVEFtTX: Mr. Kitson's ro

marks were based upon the abilit of rp
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preseatatives to talk. This clause refers
to disputes between two unions. Can such
disputes be settled by the best talkers, or
should they be settled upon the merits:'
My amendment is worded exactly in accord-
ance with the clause as it appeared in the
Bill originally introduced by Air. Mcallunm.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Perhaps the Minister
will tell us wh.i these words were deleted.

Hon. A. LOVEIIN: I will do so. Pres-
sure was brought to bear upon the Minister
by the Trades Hall people and by the Em-
ployers' Federation, The latter orkanisa-
tion means M1illars and thre Chamber of
liacs, with a few others.

Hon. T. Mloore: If all those people
agree, surely they must be right I

lion. A. LOVEKIN: I have been ap-
proached about this matter and the object
of tire move isas to keep this particular
work in the hands of the representatives
of the unions on both sides, It has been
common ground between the Employers'
Federation and the unions concerned, and
therefore 31r. 'McCallumi agreed to delete
kte clause and substitute that which ap-
pears in the Bill nowv. I ha~e 5ecn in corn-
niunication with the- former president of
the Employers' Federation, 11r. Law, and
with other prominent members of that body
regarding this question, and, although I am
not a member of the Federation, I1 attended
a meeting at which a motion was carried
in favour of the wages board system. 1
have been told since, privately, that the
secretaries of the parties concerned were
not in favour of it. The reason is obvious.
It, is not right in the interests of idustrial
peace that the best talkers should be en-
couraged rather than the man acitively en-
gaged in the business and who are vitally
concerned in securing a settlement of a
dispute.

Eon. J. J. HOLMES: 11r. Lovekin's
a~mendunent will exclude not only the union
secretaries but the secretary of the Em-
ployers I Federation as well.

Hon. E. H. Gray: But not employers'
experts.

Hon. A. Lovekin: I will delete the ref-
erence to "experts."

flea. 3. J. HOLMNES: The Minister's
idea was to keep the demarcation boards
for the people most fitted to do this work.
Without wishing to be offensive I would
say that Mr. Lovekin's amendment will
mean keeping the parasites out of it.

Hon. W. IT. Kitson: If you do not Mean
to be offensive, why use that word?

Hon. 3. J, HFOL'MES: It will keep out
the union secretaries who can write letters
and talk, and it will bring in the men who
know their business.

Hon. W. HT. Kitsn Do you suggest that
the union secretaries do not know their
business?

Hon. .1. T1. HOIFrS:- If there is one
hody that should consist of men who know
their business, it should be the demarcation

board, seeing that the intention of that
body is to settle disputes between uons.
Good kalkers, like union secretaries, will not
settle zuch disputes.

Rion. T1. MNoore: They have settled many
of them.

Hion. 3. J1. HOLMES: They cannot do
so because every union secretary must put
lip the case for his union or lose his job.

lion. A. J. H. Saw: The other represen-
tatives must put up their case as well.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: But the other re-
presentatives will sit on the board with no
other obiect than to settle disputes.

Hon. A. J. H. 11: r. Holmes over-
looks the fact that in addition to the repre-
rentatives of tire employers' and the em-
ployces' organisations, there will be an in-
dlependent and impartial chairman. That
being so I cannot see thnt there will be
nay failure to arrive at a decision. I can-
not sue that they Will reach a decision more
'ii-kly because the union secretaries are
rut out.

Hon. J. DUFPELjL: From what I can
see the suggestion is that the union aecre-
taries would have to report hack to their
organisations, and therefore would not be in
As good a position to secure settlements of
disputes as would be the direct tepresenita-
tives of the employers.

Hon, E. If, harris: But the delegates
must have plenary powers.

lion. 3. DIJFFELL: The clause would
he improved if the reference to industrial
unions were deleted and the representatives
T-ese to be drawn front the workers themn-
selves.

Hon. 3. J1. HOLMUES: To show what
the clause may mean, hon. miembers will re-
member that in tbe baking industry ques-
tions to he determined may be how bread
is to be made, when it is to be made, and
by whom, and the secretary of tbnt union
is a carpenter!

The Honorary Minister: Worse than that,
he is A member of Parliament.

Hron. 3. Cornell: Ire is not the secretary
now.

Ho. E. H. Gray:- But he was a very good
secretary.

Hon . T. 3. HTOLMES: We might have a
butcher as secretary of the clerks' union,
And that man would have to sit on tbe
board and settle some of these questions
that will come before that body.

Amendment put and a division ta-ken with
the following result-

Ayes - - .. . 0
Noes .. . .16

Majority against -. 10

Aflue.
Hon. V. Hamereler Honm. H. J. Telland

Hon. A. LovakIn Ron. J. S. Hatinee
Hon. R. A. Stelphenso (Teller,)
Hon1. Hf. Stewart
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Mons
Rca. 3. R. Drown lion. S. W, Hiekey
Hon. A. Burvill HiOn. W. H. Kitson
lion. Jr. Cornell IHrn- J. 51. Macfarlane
Flea. J. Mi. Drew M-on. 0, W. allies
Hon. J. DuffelI lion. T. Moore
lion. E. H, Gray I-on. A. a. Rt, Saw
iHen. J. A. Oreig Hion. H. Seddon
Hon. II. H. Harris lIoni, .. Ewing

(Telltr.)

Amendmient thus negatived.

lion. 3. DUF'FELL: I move an amend-
Inet-

That in line 5 of paragraph (a) the
weords "industrial unionls of" be atm-act
ouit.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: In the
Dill as originally introduced the word
''workers'' appeared instead of "indus1-
trial unions of workers"; but it meant that
the decisions of the board would be re-
stricted to small groups of workers employed
on a job, and could not affect the general
body of workers. By making it "industrial
unions of workers," we ensured that the
decisions of the board should apply gener-
oily. That is why the phrase wvas adopted.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Even the court has
not a free band as to the Appointment, for
Subelauso 2 provides that the court, in mak-
ing the appointment, shall give effect to
nominations made by the parties concerned.
So the unions will not necessarily appoint
persons actually engaged in the industry.

Ron. 3. 3'. HOLMES: The amendment
wvill put the employers and the workers on
the ssme footing. As it is, the court will
be representative of employers and of in-
ilustriat unions of workers. If the employ-
ers are satisfied with a representative of the
employers, surely the employees should be
.satisfied with a representative of the work-
era. Z will support the amendment, because
1 wvant to see both parties placed on the
one footing.

Hoa. W. H. KITSON: If members are
desirous of creating further trouble, the
amendment points the way. It will mean
that any little coterie of workers engaged
in an industry may secure from the court
a decision in opposition to the policy of the
Organ isation directly concerned, and so that
d1eision, given on behalf of a few workers,
may lead to a much larger dispute than the
original one. The effect of the amendment
will hie to take the matter out of the bands
of the union. If there be an argument he.
tween two unions as to which shall do cer-
tain work, the representatives of those
unions should he the people to present their
ease and secure a decision. If we allow
Borne outside body of workers, who may not
be representative of a union to come in,
we shall treats a bigger trouble than existed
in the first place, for no union would agree
to be bound h5r a derision so arrived at.

Hon, E. H. HEARRIS: "Mr. Xitson has
clearly indicated that if we take out the
words ''ildustrial union"' it will leave it to
any little handful of workers Dot necessarily
representative of a union, anid will permit
of non-nnionists getting the decision. There-
fore it is advisable that Mr. Duffell should
withdraw the amendment and insert it two
lines earlier, in the reference to representa-
tires of employers. We shall then be pro-
riding for industrial unions of employers.
If it be right that two or three employers,
not members of Any Organisation, should
have the board brought into existence, it
is equally right that two or three workers
should have the same privilege.

Amendment put and a division, taken
with the following result:-

Ayes . .. . - 9
N'oes . . .. .13

'Majority against .

lion. V. Heoiersley
Hon. 3. J. Holmes
Mona' A.' Lovekin
R Ion. 3 . Nicholson
lion. H. Seddon

Hon. J. R, Drown
lion. A. Durvili
Hon. J. Cornell
Hon. 3. M. Drew
HOn. J. Ewing
Non. r. H. Marris
Heon. J. W. Hickey

Avis.
Ii
Ii.

F

'IF

lon.
ion.
Ion.
IOn.

H, A. Stephenson
H. Stewart
H. J. Tellaud
J. Duffel

(Teller.)

NOES.
lion. W. H. K~itson
M-on. L. M. Mactarlane
Mon, 0. W. Miles
Hon. T. Moore
Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Boa. J. A. Oreig

(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The proposed new
Subsection 2 states that-the chairman and
other members of a board shall be ap-
pointed by the court, but the court in
nicking the appointments shnall give effect
to nominations made in the prescribed
manner by the parties concerned. What
is meant by "prescribed manner''?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Doubt-
less A certain form will be laid down,
probably in. the shape of rules of court.

lHon. .1. Nicholson: Section 125, Subsec-
tion I of the principal Act deals with that.

Ron. A. LOVEKIN: Therefore it is in-
tended that we should prescribe the
mjanner in which the couirt is to act in
Appointing the hoards. The court is not
to have a free hand. I see nothing in the
principal Act prescribing the manner for
Appointing boards. Io it intended to in-
terfere with the discretion of the courtf

Ron. J. Nicholson: The court mates the
regulations under Section 125.

lion. A. LOVEKIN: m3it will that cover
the regulations prescribing the manner in
whicht the court shall Act?

lion. J. Nicholson: Look at the begin-
nling of Section 125.
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Hoa. A. LOVEKIN: Yes; that appar-
ently givers the court power to make the
regulations.

Clauis., as previously amended, agreed to.

Claus es 22, 23-agreed to.
Clause 4M- Airendlnent of Section 76:
llon. A. LOVEKIN,: I suggest that the

clause be deleted because it provides for
retrospective awards. There are many
objections. to retrospective awards. May-
be a builder takes a contract, and halfwayv
through the job the employees approach
the court. 'The hearing does not come on
for months, the building is completed, And
later on tihe builder is called upon to make
good the increase gianted by the court.
Members doubtless bave ma~de up their
minds as to whether they favour retro-
, lctive awards.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I am
advised that in the past agreements have
liel. made by employers and employees,
wheit eases have been referred to the
court, that the award shiall have retro-
spective effect. -Under this measure, with
bnards, etc., provided, there should not lie
much delay. Covsequently no dainger nuni
arise if we provide for retrospective
awards.

Hon. G, W. Miles: In the instanoeq von.
mention the parties mutually agreed to
retrospective awards.

Hon. J. fluffell: The Government had to
pay something like £200,000 under a retro-
spective award.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Thils
clause means a lot to the employees. They
will work contentedly if they feel assuredI

that, when an increase is granted, it will
dlate from the time of application.

H1on. J. J. lIOMWtES: The remarks of
the 'Minister show the necessity for de-
leting the clause. He suggests that awards
will be given promptly. If so, where is
the nteed to provide for awards to have
retrospective effect? Time after time
members have mentioned how retrospec'-
tive awards have hit employers. They
have had to pay out hundreds of pounds.
The other evening a question was asked
whether, when wages were reduced, the
employees made a refund to the cut-
ployers, and Labour members regarded it
its a joke.

Hon. 3. R. Browa-. It is a huge joke.
flon. J. J. HOLMES: I want legislation

to cut both ways. Everyone hopes that
the court's decisions will be obeyed, an,]
that there will be no necessity for the
awards to hare retrospective effect.

Hon. .T. 'M. MACFARLANE: The adop-
tion of the retrospective provision was due
largely to the congestion of business io1the court and the difficulty of getting
awards. We now hope there will be no
congestion in the court, and therefore

there in noe need to provide for awards
having retrospective effect. I oppose the
claiuse.

Hon. A. 3. H. SAW: I can conceive of
no clause more likely to hamper industry
than this one. Surely it is hard enough
now for a contractor, after having tend-
ered for a job, to meet increased wages
granted while his contract is still ruinning.
If he has to meet retrospective claims
also, I fail to see hoir anyone can stabilis.e
his business, flow could a contractor
quote a price? The person wanting to
make a contract, too, would be hampered,
because he would not know what expendi-
ture be would hare to meet. Consequently
he, would delay putting work in hand until
atfter the award was delivered.

Ilon. 1I. A. STEPHENSON: Those who
favour the principle of retrospective
a~wards admit that it is one-sided. If we
paiss the clause it will have a detrimental
effect upon business. Contracts nowadays
are cut to the very finest poinat, but
imagine a contractor for a £50,000 job,
lucky' if lie makes anything out of it, find-
ing 12 months lnter that he has to pay
some thousands of pounds more than he
anticipated. When it is suggested that
the retrospective provision should cut the
other way, 'representatives of the workers
merely laugh. It is going too far to treat
the- matter as a joke. We Want legislation
that n-ill be fair to all parties. I oppose
the clause.

Hon. T. COR'NELL: Retrospective pro-
visions are of recent origin and were
adopted owing to the congestion of thu
court and because the cost of living con-
tinued to increase while workers had to
wait 18 months or two years to get a hear-
ing in the court. U£, after this measure i s
passed, congestion in the court is not over-
come, the retrospective provision will not
be satisfactory to the worker.

The Honorary Mlinister: Tt would have
been all right if the last Kalgoorlie award
had been made retrospective.

lion. T. CORNELL: That would hare
cut both -ways. If our arbitration law
andi machinery tcannot be monulded so as to
give a union of either workecrs or employers

a herin ~~thin three months of citation,
w-e ought to shut uip shop. 'Even if a hear.
incr within three mionths mieans the estab-
lishmear of additional courts, let us have ad-
ditional courts, irrespective of cost. The
guarantee of an award vithin three months
of a citation would do away with then de-
mand for the retrospective provision.

Hon. J. 'NICHOLSON: One of the- in-
dustries which would be seriouslv affected
by suIch aq clause AS this is the timber in-
duistry.

Hon. T. Moore: A very thriving industry.
Hon. 3. NICHOLSON: Th'ose engaged

in that industry are bound to eater into
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contracts for delivery oversca. No one can
possibly attach any retrospective wages eon-
sideration to a eoutrat- mnade with people
oversea. Thus the results of retrospective
pay in cnnection with a large contract for
delivery abroad might be extremely serious.
If the clause were subject to a proviso that
it should not apply to existing contracts,
something might be said for it. I hope
Western Australia will not follow the bad
example of the Common wealth in this re-
spect.

Hon. T. "MOORE: The timber indlustry,
for which 3tr. "Nicholson pleads, is one of
the most thriving industries in the State.
For years past the companies engaged in
it have been making huge profit;, ihile the
Government and the workers have received
very little. The employers' representatives
prevented the court from giving an award
to one section of the workers in the timber
industry, and thereby deprived that mention
of benefits which every other section gained.
Mr. R~ac%lurtnie will tell '.%r. Nicholson that
the employers prevented the court for 12
months from giving the men an increase in
wages. They pr-vented the court from mak-
iag an award so long as they were showing
a profit on piecework. The retrospective
provision should apply as from the date when
the dispute eagme into existence. No matter
how high the wages, the cost of living is
always trending on the heels of the worker,
and therefore the court mnakes no retrospec-
tive award against him. When hon. mem-
bers talk abont fair dealing between enm-
ployers and employees, they should remem-
ber the ease of the miners in. the Arbitra-
tion Court.

The CIIAOhMANX: 11 cannot allow the
lion. memnber to waqke any reflection on the
court.

Ron. T. MOORE: In view of what has
been done by employers' representatives to
hold up cases, we should speed up bearings.
The delays in our Arbitration Court tempt
our workers to appeal munch more feely to
the Federal Arbitratioa Court.

R~on. E. H9. HTARRIS: It has been men-
tioned that the Federal Arbitraition Court
grants retrospective pay. But the Federal
court binds only those who appear bef6l'e
it and are interested.

Hon. T. Moore: Such a provision will do
us in connection with this Bill.

lion. E. Hf. HARRIS: An award of our
State court binds all those engaged in the
industry. Whilst the State court might be
considering a case affecting some wealthy
company, the award it crennalir delivered
would be binding also on small, struggling
conernis. It is quite possible for a small
firm to learn for the first tinie of a retro-
spective award after working for six or
eight months under a current award :. The-
incidence of the retrospective provision is
u i afai r.

(mOuse put andl a division taken with the
folowing result--

Ayes .. .4

No es - .16

Majority against -. 12

Ron, J3. R, Brown
Hon. . M1. Drew

Hon. A. Burylill
Hon. 3. Cornell
Hon. 3. EwIng
Hon. J1. A. Greig
HO. V, Hoamerl.
Hon. E. H. Harris
lHon. A. Lovetta
Hon, J. M,. Macfar

Aras.
Hon. E. H. Gray
Hon. W. H. Kitson

ArTs.
Hon.
Hon.

a. W. Hickey
T. Moore

tTeJ [r.)

NOES.
Hon. G. W. Siles
Hon. J1. Nicholson
Hon. A. J1. H. Saw
Hon. H. Seddon
Hen. H. A. Stephenson
Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. H. J. Telland

lane Hon. J7. .7, Holmes
(Teller.)

PAIRS.
I NOES.

HOD, .1. fluftel
Hon, C. F. Baxter

Clause thus negatived.

Clause 25--Amendment of Section 78:
lion. A. LOVEKIN: I am going to ask

msembers to vote against this clause also.
It will act unfairly in eases where it is de-
sired to give an ordinary labourer some
rough painting or carpentry to do. Take
the case of some of the labourers employed
at King'Is Park. A number of men there
do general work, and if a picket should
come off the fence and one of the labourers
were asked to nail it uip, tinder the clause
it would be necessary to pay that man car-
penter's wages. If a little painting had to
be done and the labourer wvere asked to do
it, it would be necessary to pay in that case,
too, painter's wvages. I did intend to move
a proviso to the clause but I think it would
be better to delete it altogether.

Clause put and negatived.

Claus~e 26--Power to remit, etc.:

Hon. S . NICHOLSO-N: It was my in-
tenition to ask members to delete the whole
of this clause, but on consideration f
think it is better to move to strike
out paragraph (b) only. Paragraph (a)
gives the court power to remit an industial
matter or dispute to an industrial board for
inquiry. Paragraph (b) gives power to the
court to remit a dispute to a board for de-
termination and award.

Hon. H. Seddon- That should he the
function of the court.

Hon. 3T. NI( HOLSO'N: Mfy contention
is that the court is the determining authority
and not the board. I move an amendment-

That paragraph (b,) be stnwkl owt.
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HOn. A. LOVEKIN: I hope the hon.
member will not press the amendment. 1f
we are to remit matters to boards it is as
w-ell to give the board power to determine
the whole thing. If the parties are dissatis-
fied with the determination of the board,
they have the right, under Clause 28, to ap-
peal to the court.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: The clause is all
right as it is. The Arbitration Court is the
authority that determines whether it shall
or shall not remit disputes to a board, and
it also may give directions. There is the
further safeguard of an appeal. The pro-
vision is necessary if we are to expedite
the business of the court.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: This will -not
help to expedite the business of the court;,
it will rather prolong it. A decision of the
board may be based on certain conclusions
the court arrived at in previous cass of a
similar nature. In every instance where
there was the slightest prospect of success
there would be an appeal to the court from
the decision of the board. My contention is
that the simplest and quickest method is to
make the court the determining authority
in all these matters. My amendment
merely proposes to strike out the power to
remit to the board for the purpose of giving
a decision.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is the very thing
.we wanst.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: No decision
would be final; it would be almost certain
to be appealed against.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If the
amendment is carried the usefulness of the
measulre will be seriously affected. The in-
dustrial board will then be a hoard of in-
quiry, and nothingimore. There will be bound
to lbe hundreds of smnall disputes to be set-
tled, and it would not be wise that all should
have til be referred to the court. The board
will be equivalent to a local court which
deals wth matters that are too trivial to
send to the Supreme Court.

Hon. J1. CORNELL: The deletion of the
paragraph would have the effect of putting
the board into a sort of sticky-beak position.
Either we ,nust give plenary powers to the
boards, or we should have no boards at all.
Then we should require two or three courts.
Mr. Nicholson wants a board to be a sort
of runabout for the collection of informa-
tion. That is to go to the court, and the
case will be heard all over again. If we
strike out the paragraph we had better scrap
the boards.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: We have nega-
tived the power of the court to make re-
trospetive awards, but if we pass this clause
it will be tantamount to giving retrospec-
tive effect to ay award that is delivered by
the boards. If a decision be given by a
board, and that is appealed against to the
court, until the court comes to a decision the
award of the board is effective. If the de-
cision of the court is opposed to that of the

(813

board, the parties may not be able to get
back anything to which they might have
been entitled if the decision had been given
in the first place by the court. The only
way to be consistent is to restore Clause 24
and mnake all awards retrospective.

Ron. J. .f. HOLMES: The matter can be
put right on recommittal. By the addition
of a few words we can make the decision
of the board binding upon all parties until
an appeal takes place.

Hon. H. STEWART: The court may
withdraw any matter from the board. The
board will be part of the structure for the
settlement of industrial disputes, and I am
not inclined to depart from the wording of
the clause.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 27-agreed to.
Clause 28-Appeal to the court from a

board:±
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I move an amend-

ment-
TPhat in. Subsection I2 of roposed Seo-

lien 78c, the third paragraph comnmencing
-"the pen~dencyj of an appeal" be struck
cut.

This will be consistent with what we have
already done.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following resut:-

Ayes 9. . . .

Noes .. . . .10

Majority against . 1

Hon.
Hon.-
HOD.
Hon.
Ron.

HOD.
Hon.
Hon.
HOD.
Hon.
Hon.

Ewing
Hameraley
H. Harris
J Holmes
L~ovekin

Rt. Brown
Eurvill
M. Drew
A. Oreig
W. Hickey
W. Miles

AYS.
HOD.
Hon.
HOD.
HOn.

NOE.
I HOn.

HOD.
nn.

Roo.

J. Nicholso
H. A. Stenbeason
H. J. Yeliand
H. Seddon

(roll".)

T. Moore
A. J. H. Saw
H. Stewart
J. M. Macfarlane

(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. A. LOVEXIN: I suggest an amend-
ment to this effect-

That in Subsection 2, line 2, of proposed
Section 78c, the word ''re-hearing'' be
struck out and "case stated'' be inserted
in lien.

This amendment would Save time all round.
I want the board to be able to state a ease
for the decision of the court instead of the
time of the court being taken up by going
all through the evidence again. On that
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the appeal will take place. My proposal
will mean saving a lot of time and the pro-
cedure suggested is in accordance with the
prattie in most courts.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I suggest that the
amendment, when mnoved, be made alterna-
tire, and that the appeal be by way of
rehearing or of case stated. It is possible
that if the amendment be agreed to as pro-
posed, grave injustice may be done to some
party. In sonme instances, if the dispute
does not concern matters of fact, the appeal
will be by way of case stated. At times,
however, wviti 'the consent of both parties,
it would he better for the appeal to be by
way of rehearing.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: My object is to
secure finality as quickly as possible, so as
to avoid additional friction,

Ron. A. J. H. SAW: Why should we
limit the powers of the higher court? I
would like to see the Arbitration Court as
bupreme as possible in these matters, and I
cannot see why the court should be ham-
pered as to the methods to be adopted in
appeals. If the matter in dispute merely
involved a point of law, the appeal could be
by way of a ease stated, but in many in.
stances where questions of fact were in-
volved, it would be better to secure a re-
hearing, so that the court may judge from
the demeanour of witnesses as to the faeti
It would be as well to provide both means of
appeal. I do not agree, however, with the
suggestion that the consent of both parties
should he secured. One side might decline
to give the permission and thus hold up an
appeal.

H9on. A. LOVEKIN: As it appears to be
the general view that the two methods of
appeal should he provided, I will move ii
amendment in the following form-

That after "rehearing" in line f of
pro posed -subsection 9 the toords "or by
rosA stated" be inserted.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I have

no objection to the amendment in that form.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 29-agreed to.
Clause 30--Amendment of Section 81:
Ron. A. LOV-EKTh': I move an amend-

ment-
That in line 4 of the first proviso the

words "thinkl fit'' be struck out ess
"'direct'" inserted in lien.

It is impossible for us to know what the
court may "think," but we may know what
the court will direct.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: As the legislation
stands now, provision is made for awards
covering a period of three years. The
award may be reviewed after a period of

12 months but no provision is made for a
revision during the subsequent 12 months.
The amendment proposed in the Bill does
not make the position clear. I want to
provide that the award may be subjeel
to revision at the end of the second year.
F'or that reason, I more an amendment-

That in line I of the second proviso,
after "'expiration of,'' the wvords ''the
first" be inserted; after ''award'' in line
* the words "and after the expiration of
any snbscquent period of 10 months" be
inserted, and in Zine 6, after ''vary" the
words "or rescind" be inserted.
Amendment put and passed; the clause,

as amended, agreed to.
Clause 31-agreed to.
Progress reported.

BILL -MINXING0 DEVELOPM3ENT ACT
AMENDMENT.

Received from the Assembly and rend a
first rime.

House adjourned at 103J p.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS, MR. W. N.
IJEriES' PROPOSAL.

Mr. TAYLOR (for Mr. J. H. Smith)
asked the Premier: 1, Has his attention
been drawn to a proposal made by Mr.
W. N. Hedges in the "West Australian"
of 22nd October for constructing agricul-
tural railways on a new basis? 2, If so,
will he have trial surveys made over tha,
different suggested -routes and submit that
gentleman's scheme to the Railway Ad-
visory Board for report thereon?

The PREMIER replied: I and 2, Yes.
The matter will be considered.
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