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dency of legislation this session seems to be
to impose fresh chargea upon the producer
whe, untortunalely, has to sell his produce
in the open markets of the world. We have
to ship gur wheat 15,000 miles and gell it in
competition with the wheat producers of
America and Russia, where petrol is
o much cheaper than it is here.
The tendency on most farms s to Te-
place horses by motor vehicles that are
driven either by petrnl, kerosene or some
other snirit. The Minister has power to de.
clare anything to be petrol for the purposes
of the Acet, It will be possible fer him to
include power kerosene as petrol, though 1
feel sure that it not the present intention
of the Government. Xerosene and other
spirit 15 largely used in country distriets for
lighting purposes. Many of the houses have
small lighting plants that depend entirely on
benzine, Whilst a taz in this respect would
not be beavy, it will be placed exclusively on
country residents, because in the towna there
is eleciric light and other forms of light,
which will not suffer from this special class
of taxation. Taking all these facts into con.
gideration, I hope the Government will ap-
prove of the Bill being referred to a_select
committee. There is no hurry about if. The
Goverament car pass the Traffic Bill in-
creasing the license fees on motor buses if
they so desire, T hope the Government will
hold their hands as tax gatherers for am-
other yoar and that the select committee will
be appointed to-night to investigate the mat-
ter thorcughly. They can bring in their re.
port next year. I hope such report will con.
tain recommendations relieving producers
from the burdens proposed fo be placed
upon them under the Bill, burdens that
are not borne by their competitors in
other parts of the world. Although I
oppose the measure. I bave paired with
the member for Fremantle (Mr. Sleceman)
to-night to permit of his taking part in an
impertant conference at Fremantle ve-
garding the present water-side trouble.

Mr. LATHAM: T move—
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes 14
Noes 21
Majority against 7
AYBA.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Mann
Mr. Barnard 8ir James Mitchell
Mr. Rrown Mr. North
Mr. Davy Mr. Sampson
Mr. Denton | Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Latham ‘ Mr, C. P. Wanebrough
Mr. Liodeay Mr. Richardeon
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NoEa.
Mr, Chesson Mr.
Mr. Collier Mr.
Mr. Corboy Mr. Munste
Mr, Coverley + Mr., Pantob
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Thomson
Mr, Grifitba Mr. Troy
Mr. Heron Mr. A. Wansbrough
Mr. W, D. Johnson | Mr. Willcock
Mr. Kennedy Mr, Withers
Mr. Lamond Mr. Wllaon
Mr. Lutey (Teler.)

Marshall
Milliogton

Palgs,
AYES,
Mr. Maley
Me. E. B. Johnston
Mr. Teesdale

NOES.
Apgwin
Sleeman
Lambert

| s,
Mr.
Mr.

Motion thus negatived.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 10.1 p.m.

Legislative Councll,
Wednesday, Srd December, 1824,

Ellls : Closer Settlement, report stage ...
Supply {(No. 2) £2,150,000, 28,, Com., report
Stamp Act Amendment, 2RB., Com. re]
Fire Brigades Act Amendment, Com. e 2104
‘Waroona-Lake Clifton way, 2R. ...
Industrial Arbitration Act Amendment, Com.
Minlng Development Act Amendment, 1B.

The PRESIDENT fook the Chair at 3
p-m., und read prayers.

BTLL—CLOSER SETTLEMENT,

Report stage postponed.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1

move—

That this Order of the Day be post-
poned until the nest sifting of the House,

My reason is that members have not had an
opporiunity to study the Bill a8 amended in
Committee. It may be found that some fur
ther awendment is necessary,

Hon. A. LOVEEIN: I do not wish to
take the business out of the bands of the
Minister, but T have amendments ready to
move to Clauses 3 and 6 on recommittal,
and so T think it might facilitate the busi-
ness if we were to go into Committes, deal
with my amendments, aed then repor{ pro-
gress.
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The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
should study the wishes of the Leader of the
House.

Hon, A, LOVEEKIN:
do otherwise,

Q-estion put and passed.

I have no desire to

BILi—SUPPLY (No. 2), £2,150,000,

Second Reading.

The COLOXNJAL SECRETARY (Hon. J,
AL Drew—Central} [3.6] in moving tne
secoml reading said: It has become neces-
sary for the Treasurer to ask for further
Supply, sufficient to carry on unti! the end of
Deeembier. It was hoped that the Appro-
priation Bill wculd have been passed ere
tisis, in which event it would not have been
neeessary to ask for so much Supply.
The awouni required is based on the Esti-
mates aiready passed by the Assembly, with
the exception of the Loan Estimates, which
the Treasurer hopes will he presented
shortly. The Supply asked for is as follows:
—Froin Consolidated Revenue, £1,300,000;
from General Loan Fund, £844,000; from
the Sale of Government Property Fund,
£5,000; and from the Land Improvement
Loan Mund, £1,000; or a total of £2,150,000.
Hon. members have already seen the Budget
statement delivered by the Treasurer, so
there is no need to say anything about that.
The Loan Estimates will follow largely the
lines of those of previous years, The total
Supply asked for for the six months is, from
Consolilated Revenue Fuond, £2,105,000;
from General Loan Fund, £1,589,000; from
Bale of Government Property Fund, £15,-
aM: and from Land TImprovement Loan
Fund, LHLOD0; or a total of £3,713,500; and
an additional sum of £300,000 for Treas-
vrer's Advanee.  The expenditure for the
firzt fon» months of this finaneial vear has
heen, {rom Consolidnted Revenue Funa,
£1,470.021; from General Loan Fund, £1,-
MGA81; from Sale of Government Property
Fund. £10,506; and from Land Tmprovement
Loan Fund, £1,945, or a tetal of £2,503,453.
The financial porition for the five months of
the vear is, experditure £3,236,592, revenue
£2.660.448, leaving a defieit of £57(,143.
This is £16,189 greater than the defieit of
the eovresponding period of last year. How-
ever, interest and sinking fund payments
have jucreased by £135217. A large amount
of this will be recouped, but recoups come in
largely in Deermber and June, and there-
fore tiwe position should improve this month.
Apart from special Acts the expenditure has
not varied greatly from that of last year.
The two years compare as follows:--Special
Aects 1823.24, £1,222,541; 1924-25, £1,375,-
720; inercase, £153,179; governmental,
1923.24, £790,214; 1924-25, £768,068; de-
crepse, £22,146; public utilities, 1923-24,
£1,063,254; 1924-25, £1,092,804; increase,
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£20,550: total, 1923-24, £3,076,009; 1924

23, £3,236,592; iucrease, £160,583. I move—

Thot the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon, A. LOVEEIN (Metropolitan)
[4.1t]:  Before the final finance Biils come
along, { should like the Minister to look in-
to the Sales of Government Property Trust
Account and see whether it is not possible
to devive some different method of finance.
For instance, u large sum of money was bor-
rowed for e purpose of making advances
to the peopie of Terth for the putting in of
their scwerage connections. That money
has nearly all been repaid, but the proceeds,
instearl of going back to the eredit of the
Loan Fund, have gone inte this Sales of
Government Property Trust Account. There
is in that necount something like a quarter
of a wniilion to the credit of sewerage; but
of that amount there is only some £60,000 or
£70,000 left. The money has not been used
for woiks of a reproductive nature, or on
works for whick we originally borrowed
it, but for renovations at the Old
Men’s Home and other similar purposes that
ought 1o be provided from revenue. Thus,
it seems to me, w¢ are spending loan moneys
in an improper way and some different
methad of finanec ought to be adopted. Su-
biaco is about to be sewered, but there is
no money available for the making of ad-
vances {0 householders, ags was done in
Perth, it having all been used out of this
Sales of QGoverrment Property Trnst Ac-
count, And ever if the Minister recouped
that account and made good the sum, the
mongy would have to be lent to the people
of Subiace at 2 much higher rate of intereat
than tnat proviiled for in the original loan,
which war advanced to the people of Perth
at 5 per eent, That money haviag all been
usad, the poople of Subiaco will have to get
other money and pay perhaps 7 per cent. for
it. Thet is not a right principle of finance,
especintly when we are using this Sales of
Government Property Trust Account to pay
for ronevations to the Old Men’s Home,
polies quarters, and other similar purposes,
a3 hon. members will see from the statement
given at the end of the Estimates. I draw
attention to the matter so that the Minister
may lovk into jt, for I propose to raise the
question again when the final finance Bills
are hefore us.

Hon, J. CORNELL (8outh) [3.14]: T
bad expeeted that this Government, in con-
tradistinetion to previous {iovernments,
would apeed np a little with the Appro-
priatien Bill Tine and again has this
House protested against the late coming of
the Appropriation Bill. Tt is a most im-
portant meagnre, yet the time at which it
reaches this House postulates one of two
assnmptions: either it is not an important
meansure or memhers here are considered to
be of ro importance, Tt is a repetition of
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the old story; in the Iast day or two of the
session the Appropriation Bill will be pre-
sented for our congideration. The House
will be at the fag-end of the session, mem-
bers will be somewhat irritable, and the
Bill will not receive the econsideration it
should have. I again voice my protest
against the late presentation of the Appro-
priation Biil.

Hon. J. J, HOLMEB (XNorth) [3.16]: 1
presume I am one of the members referred
to as having protested against the manner
in which the business is vonducted and the
manuer i which the financial proposals are
gsubmiftced to this House, I did not intend
to speak om this gvcvasion, becavse L am not
aceustomed to critieiging without first giv-
ing those in power a fair opportunity to
get a grip of things and proceed with their
policy. 1 realise that the busiuess in an-
other pluce has been put through very ex-
peditious'y this year, Measures of great
importance bave been pushed throngh an-
other place and members there have not
Leen allowed to eross a ““{7' or dot an *“3."'
Fortunately, that is not so in this House.
I hope the point raised by Mr, Lovckin
will be consideved, ramely, the condition of
affairs that permits the Government, aiter
advancing loan meney and getting the re-
paywrents, Ly menns of Look-kecping, to
transfer the money to revenue, Thus the
foan disappears and the revenue figures pre-
sent a wrong complexion. 1 am not blam-
ing the present Government for this, but if
they continre to conduct the finances on the
lines adopted ULy their predecessors, they
can expect to hear from this House.

Hon. J. EWING (Sonth-West) [3.18]:
When the Minister is deualing with matters
of finance later on T shall be glad to know
what arrangements have been made with
the Commonwralth Government for borrow-
ing this year. I understand that a certain
time has leen fixed in which notification
should te given of borrowings to ke made
in Anstralia and in England. The Com-
monwealth loan of £6,000000, issued at
£98 and bearing 47} per cent. interest has
been  oversubseribed to  the extent of
£4,000,000. Tf the State Government were
free, they might he ahle to borraw more
advantageo:sly in Lorndon than in Aus-
tralia, notwithstanding the rate of ex-
change. T think tbe time is rear when it
will he rheaper for the State to borrow in
London anil pay the exehange.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drev—('entral—in reply) [3.19]: I
thank 2Mr. Tovekin for having directed at-
tention tn the administration of the Gov.
ernment Property Sales Fond. T shall have
investigation made, and shall give a definite
statement when T intraduce the Appropria-
tion Rill. if not before. T regret the in-
ability ¢f the Government to present the
Appropriation Bill carlier.  The Revenue
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Estimates are simple, Lut the Loan Esti-
mates have ecaused the Treasurer great
anxiety in bis endeavour to adjust matters
anl deal fairly with all d:mands, Ouly a
certain amount of loan money is available,
aml for weeks past the Treasurer has been
worried to fairly distribute it in the best
interests of the State. Thut is the sole
cause for the delay in presenting the Loan
Estimates. It will not now le long before
those Estimates are presented to anotlier
place, and shortly after that we may ex-
pect to receive the Appropriation Bill. I
sugrest that Mr. Ewing put his inquiry in
the form of a question and I shall then cn-
deavour to get the information. Alterna-
tively, if he advises me of cxactly what he
wonts, I mav be able to obtain the infor.
mation and make a statement to the Jouse.

Hon. A. Lovekin: ILet ns sell a few
preminm bonds.

Qrestion put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committec.

Rill passed through Committee withont
debate, veported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—STAMP ACT AMEXNDMENT.
Second Reading.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [3.23] in moving
the second reading said: This Bill is in-
troduced with the object of continuing the
operation of certain provisions of the
second schedule of the Stamp Aet, 1921,
relating to the duty on converances on
the sale of property. Under the Stamp
Act No. 10 of 1922, the stamp duty on
convevances and transfers of property is
25, 6d. per £25 of purchase money, but it
was provided thar until the 30th June,
1924, the duty shonld be double that
figure, namely 3s. per £25. The duty of
jx, per £25 was continued until the 30th
June, 1925, by Act No. 33 of 1923, Tt is
preposed by this Bill to continue that rate
of duty until the 30th June, 1926, Owing
to the fact that the Treasurer was pot
able to square the lodger at the end of the
Tast financial year, it is necessary to con-
tirue to impose the additional dutr,
namely 25, 8d. for every £25 or part
therrof on conveyances or transfers. Tt
has been suggested that this additiopal
charge be made permanent, but the
Treasurer prefers to extend it for another
year in the hope that he might he able to
right the finances by the end of “the
enrrent finaneial yvear, FEven the rate pro.
vided for under this Continunanee il is
not higher than that which obtains in a
maioritv of the Fastern States. In South
Australiz and Victoria, a3 well as in New
Zealand, the rate is 10s. per £50, which is



214

just the same as is provided for under this
Bill, while in Xew South Wales and
Queensland it is s, 6d. per £50. I move—

That the Bill be now recad a second
time.

Hon. .JJ. NICHOLSOXN (Metropolitan)
[3.27]: The Minister has repeated what
was stated when the inerease of stamp
duty on convevances was introduced,
namely that it would be only a temporary
measore. 1 had hoped that by this time
the added imposition would have ceased.
The Minister tells us that owing to finan-
cia] stringeney the Government have been
unable to do otherwise than reimpose the

burden. T suggest that the increase he
made not permanent, and that the
Treasurer should resume as early Aas

possible the duty originally imposed by
the Stamp Aet. It is not in the interests
of the community generally that heavy
stamp duty should be imposed. We
recognise the wnecessity for imposing
reasonable rates ef duty for revenue pur-
poses, but if we keep on adding to the
burden, it bhecomes detrimental to
business. All these imposts have to he
taken into account when one is con-
templating a business transaction affect-
ing property. T hope that by next year
the Government will ses their way to
cease this additional duty.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a seecond time.

In Committee,

Bill passed through Committee without
dehate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL-FIRE BRIGADES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

In Commitice.

Bill passed throngh Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—WAROONA-LAKE CLIFTON
RAILWAY,

8ccond Reading.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon,
J. M. Drew—Central} [3.34] in moving
the second reading said: The Waroona-
Lake Clifton railway was built Quring
March-Novembher, 1919, by the Publie
Works Department for the Portland
Cement Company under the econditions
1aid down in the Bill passed in 1916. The
line was intended primarily for the cart-
age of Mme used in the manufacture of
cement at the works at Riveradale, and
provision was made for the ecarriage of
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lime for agricultural purposes and any
other goods offering for transit between
Lake Clifton and Waroona. On the 2]st
Auygust, 1922, the line was taken over as
part of the Government railways., The
actual financial results since that dJ&ate
until the 25th November, 1824, were as
follows:—Working expenses, £843; iater-
est, £7,791; total, £8,634; earnings £1,118,
ability of the Government to present the

and loss £7,516. The traffic over the
line has been very light, and apart
the line has heen very lig‘!’lt, and apart

from a few hundred tons of lime and 300
tens of firewood it consisted mainly of the
Cement Company’s plaot, Only 70 tons
of agricultural lime have been despatched
to country stations since the construction
ot the line,

Hon. H, Stewart: Do you know how
murh the company undertook to deliver?

The COLONTAL, SECRETARY: I have
not the information. There is practically
no settlement along the route and very
little if any prospeet of future traffic. In
fact, owing to the paucity of tonnage it
was decided to discontinue the train ser-
vice last April. XNo inconvenience has re-
sulted from the closing of the railway lo
the residents along the line. The goods
they require were carted from Waroona,
and consisted of 2 ewt. or 3 cwt only.
The question whether the country adjacent
to the railway was svitable for closer settle-
ment has been thoroughly investigated. Un-
fortunately it has Dbeen found that, apart
from 158 acres, abont 10 miles from the
line, there iz mo good land available. Var-
ious blocks, which are shown on the plan
I propose.to lay on the Table of the House,
have heen examined hy officers of the Lands
Department. The area of the blocks in
question is 17,379 acres, of which only 76
acres arve first class, 1,691 second class,
and 13,612 acres third e¢lass. An estimate
of the material whick ean be taken over
under the Bill ig as follows:—17 miles of
rails and fastenings, £13,300; aleepers,
£9.800; telephone line £400; total £16,500.
The approximate eost of pulling down and
loading inte trucks iz £3,000. Ti is
intended to use the rails to enable the New-
degate settlers to get their produce to mar-
ket. These settlers are now in & parlous
condition. Thoosands of bags of wheat
are ahont to he harvested,

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: Between 30,000 and
40,000.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
Government have exhausted every meana of
providing them with facilities to take their
produce to market, and the only resort left
ig the construetion of a railway as speedily
as possible, Tf the Bill be passed the line
will be laid within a few months. We-
ghould thus be able to lift the harvest, and
should also be able to take out super. to
enahle the farmers to crop next season.
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The necessity for pulling up the line is to
be regretted, but it is some satisfaction
to know that the material can be used to
great advantage in encouraging and assist-
ing those settlers who opened up country
so far removed from the railway, and con-
cerning whom an obligation is placed upon
the Government to afford them assistance
at this particular stage. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. J. EWIXNG (South-West) [3.40]): I
regret that the Government bhave found it
necessary to introduce this Bill. T do not
intend to oppose the removal of the rails,
which are to be used for a useful purpose.
Y notice in the Bill a clause which siates
that the railway from Waroona to Lake
Clifton shall at the commencement of the
Act cease to be a Government railway. I
suppose the land covered by the railway
will, therefore, revert to the Crown. I
know the distriet well. The railway was
built for the carriage of lime for the mamu-
facture of cement, and also for the car-
riage of agricultural lime for settlers in the
South-West,

Hon, B, Stewart: Do you know the con-
ditiong under which the company were to
supply agrienttural lime before the railway
was to he taken over?

Hon. J. EWING: The Minister for
Lands said he had done everything he could
to make the agricultural lime available to
the settlers, but that they would not take
it. Several settlers in the South.-West have
used this lime and found it of great service.
There i3 A screw loose somewhere. T do
not know why they will not take this lime,
but it is possible (hey may not be able to
get it.

Hon. H, Stewart: The company never
fulfilled its obligations,

Hon. J. EWING: Whatever may be said
for or against the construetion of this line,
it has at all events brought about the estab-
lishment of the cement irdustry in West-
ern Australia. If these concessions had not
been granted that industry would probably
not have been established. Tt ig true the
lime is now found to be unsuitable for the
manufacture of cement, but as it has been
possible to obtain lime elsewhere the in-
dustry at Burswood has been able to go
ahead. The line cannot, therefore, be said
to he altogether a loss to the State.

Hon, T. Moore: How much lime did the
company undertske to shift on the line?

Hon., J. EWTIXG: A eonsiderable amount.

Hon. H. Seddon: Tt was discoveraed
there was salt in the lime, T think.

Hon. J. EWING: There is something
wrong with it and it is unsnitable for the
purpose for which it was required. Tt was
thonght that the investipations made in this
respeet were quite complete,
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Hon, H. Stewart: The people of the State
had to ecarry the burden.

Hon. J. EWING: If the lime has been a
failure from some points of view it has
been the means of establishing what we
hope will prove a permanent industry.
There is no chance of the Government being
able to develop the wonderfnl territory
that lies beyond the terminus of this line.
It was originally boilt so that deviations
conld be made north and south along the
coast, where there are areas of magnifi-
cent swamp land. When the Minister said
there was very litile good land in the loe-
ality I wondered if he wag referring to land
between Waroona and the head of the line.
Xorth towards Pinjarra and south towards
Bunbury there is a magnificent territory re-
quiring to te opened up.

Hon, T. Moore: Our good land always
seems to be just a little further ahead than
the end of a line.

Hon. J. EWING: Mr. Moore will agree
with me that there is swamp land along the
coast equal to that which is found on the
Peel TIstate,

Hon. A. Lovekin: How many more miles
of line would be required to reach that
land?

Hon. J. EWING: Very few,

Hon, J. J. Oolmes: Is the land not below
gea level.

Hon. J, EWING: No. We know that the
Peel Fstate is tnrning out to be a wonder-
fol ploce, and that it iz improving every
day. There is exactly the same elass of land
north and south of the Waroona-Lake Clif-
ton line. For the moment the line goes
enly as far as Lake Clifton, but at the
time of its construction there was in the
minds of the Government and of the people
a belief that before long the railway would
he taken right through parallel to the Great
Southern line. The Minister for Lands has
visited the loeality twiece, and he has ex-
pregsed himself as most favéurahly im-
pressed with the coumtry he saw. But now
he has suddenly turned round. I do not
know whether he is in possession &f the
fullest information, but I do know, from
having ridden over the country, that those
beautiful swamps are available for settle-
ment, The railway line, therefore, should
not be destroyed. The Colonial Secretary
has said that not in 20 years’ time wili the
line he extended. T may not live 20 years,
but I hope to live another ten, and within
that period to see the extension of the rail-
way. Although Clause 2 provides for this
not being a railway any longer, and abso-
lutely diseards it from the railway sys-
tem:

Hon. J. Cornell: Of covrse thai must be
the case. One Act superseder the other.

Hon. J. EWING: T raise no objection
whatever to the decision of the Government
to take uwp the rails and use them in an-
nther locality that is erring ount for railway
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vommunication.  Indeed, 1 eompliment
e on that decision. Byt to achieve thuk
vl it is not necessary to bring in a Bill
declaring that this is wor a railway any
loager. ‘'here are the embankments, bridges
and fences to be protected. Who is going
to leok after those works! Lt the fences
are talien down the emlankments will be
torn down by the eatlle, and the bridges
are likely to be destroyed. In my opinion,
nothing should be done to disturb the rail-
way line, beeause it will speedily be neces-
saly to extend the line north and south for
the purpese of developing the pgreat terri-
tories lying there. I repeat, I have no ob-
jeetion to the rails being taken up tem-
porarily; but the works snould be kept in-
tact, so that in a year or two, when the
Government wake up to the necessity for
developing those territories, which are per-
haps toe Lest existing undeveloped in West-
ern Australia at the present time, they will
have the line complete exeept for the rails
and sicepers. 1t would be a dreadful thing
it the fences were broken dowp and every-
thing were leit opea to destriction, becansge
uwet many years will elapse before the re-
laying of the railway. Jt may happen
within the life of the presemt Government.
I venture to predict that in a short time
the Government will be Iocking all round
the country for iails to re-lay hetween
Waroona and Lake Clifton. Moreover, there
is splendid tuwart in that distriet, which tim-
ber cannot at preseat Le utilised on account
of want of means of communication. Then,
w00, Lhe disiriet cavrics excellent jarrah. L
vonsider it my duiy to make these state-
ments in the abserce of my sonth-western
volleagues. The Colonial Secretary the-
rouglily understands my position. The line
shonld not be deseried 1or every Tom, Diek
and Ilarry to do as tiey like on it; on the
contrary, it should receive protection from
the Government. [ wish to express my
pleasre at the Government having decided
to proville the Newdrepate scttlers with a
railwa-, but I must enter my yrot.t againsi
the nbandonment of this hpe. T trust the
Gevernmeat will do nothing that will mili
tate against the reconstruction of the rail-
way, which was not a cheap line to build,
hut cost €67,000, We have practically
jossed a Cleser Settlement Bill for the re-
swirption af lunds in proximity te Gaveri-
ment railways more espeeinlly. Here are
ferritories aloneside & Government raidway
well worthy of settlement, and vet we are
ahout to toke away what will be essential
ta the wuceess of settlement. T trust the
Minister will bring under the notice of
Cahinet the farts which T have stated, facts
which T helieve will appeal to Ministers
and to the Engineer-in-Chief, Let us not
do injury to ane part of the State in order
to henefit another part.

Hon, J. W, KTRWAN (South) [3.534]:
T support the remarks of the Iast speaker,
who is ome of the members representing
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tlie distrivt from which thi: railway is to
be rewgsed.  Praise is unuoubtediy duoe to
those members who, secing that the railway
cannot at present Le put to any useful pur-
pose, ofier no objection to the removal of
the rails und sleepers. It seems to me,
however, that Mr. Ewing son.ewhat mis-
understands the wording of the Bill when
he infers that the Governmoent will mot be
able to protect what will remain of the
railway after the rails and sleepers lave
heen removed. | feel quite sure that the
Government do not intend to shift the for-
wation of the raiiway. 1in any case, the
Lind will still remain the property of the
Government; and L shonld imagipe that if
there be any feneing, and if representations
are made to the Government in that con-
nection, the fencing will be retained
and c¢an thus be made wse of im
the event of the railway being recon-
strueted. My opiniou is that the purposes
Mr. Ewiag has in view are net in any way
set aside by this Bill. The few words [
have to say have reference to the Newde-
gate settlers, Mr. Greig and Mr. Burvill
and I visited the Newdegate Qistrict some
few wecks ago. T regret very mreh that it
could not have been made the oceasion of
a Parliamentary visit, heeause if members
of Parliament generally could but see what
we saw during onr visit. they wounld be
agrecalily surprised with the vonderful de-
velopment  which has taken place there.
The district has wwmerons settlers, and I
do not exagrerate wken T say that no bet-
ter type of s thlevs is to Ve found in West-
ern Auwvstralin— men wie take tremendous
vivde in their work, who have dore a very
large mwount of work imilee I, and who to-
day have hetween 30,000 and 40,600 haga
of wheat ready to send to the market,

Hon. A. Burvill: There iz not a
sattler amenest them.

Hon. JJ. W, KIRWAN: TFuch and every
one of the farms we visited showed evi-
deuce of energy and perseveranre and
conrage on the part of men who are seek-
ing to make homes for themselves and
their families. Other members for the
district and I have had nonmerous inter-
views with the Premier for the purpose
of devising means to get the wheat
away from the distriet. The troable
has heen that the rond hetween Laka Grace
and Newdegate will not earrv the heavy
traffic neceasary for the taking away of the
wheat and then for the trawsport of the
super. which the settlers would require for
their mnext harvest. The Government are
indeed worthy of the highest praise for
their deeision to take these rails and have
the railwav to Newdegate laid with them,
sn that the coming harvest may he Qdealt
with., There iz jusrt one other remark T
wonld like to make, in answer to an inter-
jection hy Mr. Moore, who saidl that no
snoner <o we bring a railway to one place
than somehody comes along and says, ‘Oh
no, that is not the place; the line should

dnd
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be taken farther on.”’ Although I do not
know the distriet, 1 wish o tell the Gov.
ernment what T Lelieve to be goite correet
—tlat no sooner will the railway have been
completed to Newdegate than there will he
a strong demand €or its extension still
further.

Hon. T. Moore: But there is settlement
alopg that line and there is none where
this line bhas run; that is the difference.

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: I am not refer-
ring to the Lake Clifton line but to the
general remarks that the hon. mewmber
made. However, 1 am sure that the Gov-
ernment will be faced with a demand for
the extension of the line from Newdegate
eastward., So far as T ean see the experi-
enge has been that as railway communica-
tion has been pushed further towards the
cust, the lines have tapped better country.
The land at Dumbleyung, for instance, is
better than the land at Wagin; the land
at Lake (irace is better than that at
PDumbleyung; and the land at Newdegate
is better than that at Lake Graee. There
is a place with the horrible name of
Damnosa—TI do not know how it received
such a name—and the people of Newde-
gate praise it wonderfully and admit that
some of the land {herc iz even betfer
than that of their own distriet. I
anticipate that there will be a rush to
take up that land as soon as the railway
is extended to Newdegate, and that people
will be clamouring for land 30 or 40 milea
from the rail-head. That is a good sign,
for it shows that our agricultural resources
are even greater than we realise and that
the demand for agricultural land will ie-
ereasd as the railwavs are extended oul-
wards. The energy shown by the (fovern-
ment in so promptly introdneing a Bill to
authorise the removal of the Waroona-
Lake Clifton line will, I hope, be equally
displayed in the rapidity with whieh they
construet the railway to Newdegate, The
energy shown so far iz worthy of the
highest praise.

Hon. . STEWART (8outh-East) |4.31:
T congratolate the Covernment upon their
action in  this matter.  Although Ihe
settlers concerned are rot in my provinee,
T know the counntry and traversed it be-
fore it was setiled. There are settlers in
my province at Lake fOrace and lake
Brown who are vitally interested in this
projeet. It was owing to the efforls of
those people who refused to accept deninls
from the head of the late Government thut
the present stage has been reached. 7Vt is
owing to the Lake Grace pioncery, who
knew the value of the agricultural helt in
that part of the State, that the rountre
there has staried to yield profitable re-
turns. Mr. Kirwan has outlined the whole
pesition, The Government kave been n
an exceedingly Aiffienlt position, Some 12
months ago T was at Newdegate with Hig
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Excellency the Governor and the tlen
Iinder Secretary for Lands delivered from
the then Premier, Sir James Mitchell, a
message to the settlers intimaning that
when about 10,000 acres—I am not sure
of the exact area specified—were cleared
for cropping, a railway would be con-
structed. Three times the area specified
for clearing is now under crop and Y do
not know the exact area of additional land
that has been cleared. The fact remains,
however, that until the Government de-
cided to remove the Waruvona-Take (Clifton
ling, there was no prospect ol the settlers
having that promise fulfilled, The action
taken by the Government is an indieation
of their strong determination to earry out
the promise of the previous (overnment,
and their action in that direction, as well
as in accepting the responaibility of going
to the expense aof puolling np material that
doubtless will be required in years to
come, bespeaks strength on their part.
Their action will have n good effect in
that it will possibly reeall to the pnblic
mind the seandalously loose wethod of
transacting Government business indulged
in when this line was originally con-
sidered. The agreement was entered into
with the W.A., Portland (‘ement Company
and the agreement provided, in view of
the conecession regarding the construetion
of the line, that it should be up to the
State's standard so that it counld be taken
over by the Government in due course. Tt
was provided that the line should be taken
over when certain conditions had been
fulfilled by the ecompany. One of those
ronditions was that they were to make
available lime for general and agricultural
purposes. Nothing wasg ineluded to relieve
the ecompany from responsibility if the
lime did not prove suitable for those pur-
poses. There were certain obligations
upon the company hut they had not been
fulfilled when the agreement was finally
signed by the Government. T think at
that time tbe Premier, Sir Henry Lefroy,
and Mr. James Gardiner were in Mel-
hcurne, 1 am not sure where Mr. George
was hut Mr. Colebateh was Acting Premier
when the agreement was signed to take
over the line and pay the sum of £63,000.
That was done despite the fact that the
obligations upon the company had never
een fulfilled. The sutcome was the ap-
pointment of a Royal Qommission to ascer-
tain whether there was not someonc
eulpable over the tramsaction. ITf the
present proposal of the Government does
direct the attention of the publie to what
happened in the past, it shonld have a
good effect, and it should also serve to
make men holding high public positions
particular regarding the safegnarding of
the interests of the State. I support the
second reading of the Bill and I ean
assure the Leader of the House that the
people in the distriets concerned thoronehly
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appreciate the action of the Government
in coming to their assistance. Had the
Government not takeo this action, the
settlers would have lost probably 2s. per
bushel on the value of their wheat, and
that would represent an aectual loss to
them of something like £5,000 or £12,000,
During the last two or three months the
settlers have been pressing for railway
facilities and the Premier has been busily
engaged in investigating various means of
eatering for the traffic, with the result
that, finally, the decision indicated by the
Bill itself was arrived at. Regarding the
suggestion by Mr. Kirwan that the further
east one goes, the better and more valu-
able becomes the land, that contention is
perbaps quite right when it is regarded
from the standpoint of plant food contents.
There are other eonsiderations beside that
agpect and, although the land, as ope goes
further east, Keeping within the limits of a
reasonable rainfall, may be said to improve
from the standpeint of wheat growing, it
musgt he remembered that much of the land
east of the Great Southern railway is
patchy. Within a few miles of Wagin there
is land as good as eould be found anywhere,
while the land out from Nippering iz as
rich and prolific as anywhere else. Owing
to the bountiful rainfall, however, the yield
has pot always beem as heavy as further
east, but the further east one goes, the more
it is noticed that the climate iy different
and the matural grasses for stock-carrying
purposes are not so thick. Reparded purely
from the wheat growing aspeet, there is
mueh in the contention of Mr, Kirwan, but
it would be wrong to allow the impression
to get abroad that for general mixed farm-
ing purposes the land improves the further
one goes easf, Tt is not so.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Have you been out
to Damnosa?

Hon. H. STEWART: I have been fur-
ther east than Mr, Kirwan has been so far.
I know that the further one poes eaat the
more the rainfall diminighes, and beyond
Newdegate one reaches regions where the
rainfall will bhe lighter still. Until we get
high ecoltural methods, we shall not wet
better wields than we secure from the areas
within the 10in, rainfall,

Hon. T. A. Greig: As you go east from
Newdesate vou get cloger to the coastal
country.

Hon. H. STEWART: That is so if yon
gn towards the south. The land thronghont
ig variable and wheat growing iz not the
only agpect to he takenm intn consideration.
People who have spoken to Mr, Kirwan
have evidently viewed the question from the
standpoint of wheat production, Now that
Mr, Kirwan has realised the position, I
trust we shall see lessened opposition from
him when measures are introduced for the
assistance of the suffering acrieulturalisfs,

Hon. G. W. Miles: He has never opposed
such measures.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. .J., W. Kirwan: I have never opposed
one Bill introduced for the purpose of as-
sisting the agriculturist. T would like you
ta point to ene that I opposed.

Hon. H. STEWART: I accept the hon,
member’s assurance.

Hon. A, J. H. 8aw: We are all barrack-
ers for the agriculturist,

Hon. H. STEWART: But sometimes the
harrackers are rather misguided.

Hon. A. J. H, Saw: We will not support
¥ou next time if that is the posgition,

Hon, H. STEWWART: L congratulate the
Government upon the introduction of the
Bill.

Hon, J, CORNELL (South) [4.15]: In
common with other speakers, T commend
the Government on their endeavour to do
the only thing that can be done if they
are to provide railway facilities for the
Newdegate settlers this year. At the sume
time, every member must feel a tinge of
vegret that the Bill should be necessary;
for it marks an epoch in our railway con-
strvetion. We are about to pull up a rail-
way, That in itself is regrettable, Whilst
T give the measure my support, I do it
with the reservation that T will not aceept it
as a precedent for the pulling up of any
other railway. T do not want to diselose
gecrets, but probably there are one or two
railways in the South Province that wovld
not hear cloge investigation, and a few in
the North-East and Central Provinces.

Hon., T. Moore: No, all of them in the
Central Province are guite right.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Tt is no great tax
on the memory to reeall that a Royal Com-
misgioner recommended the pulling up of
railways in those three proviuces. Because
of that I am sorry to have to record my
vote in faveur of the pulling up of an es-
tablished railway.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (North) [4.17): 1
congratulate the Government on their facing
of the position. Tn one place they have
rails and sleepers with no traffic to pass over
them, and in another place assured traffic
but no railway. Mr. Ewing complains that
we are about to pull up what should be a
section of the North-South railway hetween
Bunbury and Perth. The trouble is the rau-
way hegau from the wrong place. Tt should
have ocone from Pinjarra, south to Lake
Clifton, and thence through good swamps
to Bunhnry. The pulling up of the railway
will not alter that scheme. Tt was started
from the wrong place becanse a Minister,
full of his own importance, declared that it
ghould go from. Warcons, not from any-
where else. Apart from that, the construe-
tion of this railway represents one of the
saddesr phases of the history of the State.
A smart set of business men came here and
secnredl a, permit for the construetion of a
railway to carry lime for the agriculturists,
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They got the railway built by the Govern-
ment on the understanding that they would
foot the bill. The Government piled on the
charges, but when the railway was finished
it was discovered that the lime was not suit-
able for szgrieulture, and so those smart
business men persuaded the Government to
take over the line at cost price. Let vs close
that page of history forever, becaunse it is too
sad to contemplate, There is one clause in
the Bil! for whieb I should like the Minister
to be prepared in Committee. It is the pro-
vision that the cost of the railway may be
omiited from the Government railway ae-
counts. If it is to be so omitted, to what
is it Lo be charged? The money has been
expendcd on behalf of the Railways, and in-
terest and sinking fund must be provided.
The only reasonable way to adjust accounts
would he to make it a charge on revenue
and charge it up, not to the present Adminis-
tration, but to the previous Administration
that created the debit. T hope the Minister
will enlighten us as to what is proposed in
this regard, because it appears to me the
Railway Department are to be allowed to
omit the cost of the railway from their aec-
counts, and yet have the rails and sleepers.
The whole amount is to be omitted from the
railway accounis, but the rails and sleepers
will be included in the Newdegate railway,
plus thu cost of eonstruction of that lime.
This Lake Clifton railway cost £62,000, and
the estimated value of the rails and sleepers
is £16,000, leaving a difference of £46,000
to disappear. How is that to be made goodf
T hope the Minister will be able to tell us.
Most certainly it must be made good, and
it should be made good out of revemue. 1
will support the second reading.

Hon. § A, GREIG (South-Bast) [4.24]:
I congratulate the Government on their de-
termination to pull up the line with a view
to supplying the Newdegate settlers with
railway facilities. As to the embankments
and cuttingg that will be left, it would be
a good idea to econvert the track into a road
for vehicular traffic. Sueh a road woula
carry all that ig likely to be produced slong
that lin¢ for some time to come. I was sur-

v e teea Me Bwing’s
PIIBE (U ucas ww.. “""ﬂnce to the

beauntifu- country somewhere beyond the ter-
minus of the line. It is a pity that did not
ocenr to him when, a little while ago, the
Government were loocking for an area for
gettlement.

Hon, J. Ewing:
them repeatedly.

Hon. J. A. GREIG: T urge the Govern-
ment to hurry on with the construction of
the Newdegate raillway so that the settlera
there may get their fertilisers through for
pext yeir. They will require over 1,000 tona
of super. and several hundred tons of mach-
inery. At present they are not farming pro-
perly, for the reason that they have no
means ¢f getting machinery out there. There
is in that area a lot of good country st

It has been put before
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unselected. In all, 121 farmers are on their
holdings at Newdegate, and their average
distance from a railway is nearly 40 miles.
Land lying vacant there to-day will be grow-
ing good erops iu the near future, Reference
has been made to other railways that would
not stand close investigation, Fortunately,
there are no such railways in my provieee,
and I hope there never will be. I congratu-
late the Government on their determination
to build the new line to Newdegate, and
equially on their determination not to use
this material in building the line from
Dwarda to XNarrogin, for that line would
not pay axle grease and might have to be
pulled up.

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY (Hon. J.
M, Drew—Central—in reply) [4.28]: I ac-
knowledge the congratolations of hon. mem-
bers on the attitude of the Government to-
wards the Newdegate railway. Two points
raised by Mr. Ewing I should like to ex-
plain. The firat is in regard to the preser-
vation of the permanent way of the War-
oona-Lake Clifton line, That matter has
already been considered, and the Govern.
ment have decided that nothing shall be
done to mnterfere with the permanent way
bevond the pulling up of the rails and
sleepers, Possibly 1U or 15 years hence
development may arise requiring & railway,
in which event the permanent way will be
ulready 1here.

Hon, BG. W, Miles: You will not put om
men to keep it in repair?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Cer-
tainly not, but we will do nothing to inter-
fere with it. Again, provision is made in
the Bill that the raillway censes to be a
Government railway. That has been done
with a definite object. Without that provi-
sion, anv future Government could construet
a railway over that permanpent way, but
under that provision any Government pro-
posing to bnild a railway over that route
must first secure Parliamentary aunthority.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

RILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day. Hon.
3. W. Kirwan in the Chair; the Colonial
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 7—Amendment of Seetion 42:

The CHATRMAN: When progress was
reported, the Commitite had decided to
strike out all words after the figures 42,77

Hon. J. EWING: I move—

That the fol'lowing words be inserted
in Hen of the words sirvek owt:—*The
court shall comsist of o president ap-



2119

puinted by the Governor. The president
shall be a judge of the Supreme Courr.
The president shall not be required to per-
form any dulies as judge of the Supreme
Courl during his appointment as presi
dent of the Court of Arbitration, and his
appointntent shall not prejudice any rights
or pritvileges he may have or be entit'ed to
as judge of the Supreme Court.’’

Hon, H. STEWART: 1 move—

That the awendment be amended by
inserting after © president,'’ where it first
orenys, the irords ‘'and one or more de-
puty pregidents.”’

I do thus to give the Committee an oppor-
tunity to consider the principle. If we
have a president, it is desirable from the
outset to have one or more deputy presi-
dents so that there shall be someone fully
conversant with the poliey of the court.
Then if it hecomes necessary for someone
to take over the dnties of president, a qual-
ifiecd man would be available. The pres-
dent world allocate the work of the deputy
presidents, just as the Chief Justice allo-
cates the work of the Supreme Court,

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: I hope Mp. Stew-
art’s amendment will not be agreed to. We
do not want to complicate the Bill more
than we shall do by adopting Mr. Ewing's
amendment. Quite a new scheme will be
set op by this measure. We are going to
have a number of beards with a view to
adjesting industrial disputes, and 2 good
deal of the work will be taken away from
the court. At the inception we mav be
content to give the measure a trial with a
president of the court and the boards, and it
will ke time cuourh next year or the vear
after to think of appointing depurty presi-
dents shovnld a econgostion of husiness oe-
eur, With the boards ecomposed of people
having a knowledge of the industries in dis-
pute, T think the court will have little to do
heyond fixing the basic wage and consider-
ing appeals. If we appoint depaty presi-
dents it will be neeessary, in order to ob-
tain continuity of policy and freedom, to
appoint them for life, subject to removal
by a vote of both Houses of Parliament.
Tt iz wnthinkable that anyone appointed to
git on a judieial tribunal should be ap-
pointed for a term of years so that his
future depends uwpon the Government in
power when bis term expires, Sueh a state
of affairs would not make for the impartial
justice we expect from our eounrts. 1 do
not think any person aunalified to become
a judge or any business man would be pre-
pared to take on the work for a period of
seven years only, and run the rigk of dis-
pleasing the Government of the day and
having to retnrn to his profession or bns-
iness and begin apgain,

Hon, H, STEWART: T hope T shall he
ahle to gain Mr. Lovekin’s support, because
my idea is guite in accordance with his de-

[COUNCIL.]

gires. Mr. Lovekin fears that the appoint-
ment of a deputy president would lead to
complications. On the second reading he
expressed the hope that the president and
the hoards wounld he left to deal with the
business. That is a reason for having a
deputy prestdent. He would know what was
being done, and continvity of policy would
be assured. The Bill provides for various
boards, apd enforcemeni orders are to he
dealt with by industrial magistrates. There
will be ample work for one if not more
deputy presidents. T agree that a depnty
president should be appointed for life, and
if he is appointed in order that the requisite
machinery may be fully provided, consid-
oering the enormous fnancial interests
involved, it would be reasopable to pay him
a corple of thousand pounds a year.
No¢ suitable man would be prepared to
give up his business for a tenure of, say,
seven years, The deputy president should
be appoinied for life, being removable
only by resolution of both Houses of Par-
linment. 'There would be no fear of clash-
fg, because the president is head of the
court, Tf the right choice is made of
deputy presidents they will give to the
State work which will warrant their
appointment and the payment of their
salaries,

Hon. 7. NICHOLSOXN: The propoesal to
appoint deputy presidents requires much
consideration. Mr. Stewart fears that
there will be a great congestion of busi-
ness, calling for the services not only of a
president but also of one or more deputy
presidents,  But that will depend on how
the measure works and how tbe business
of the court proceeds. Tf a meang is found
of settling dispntes without refercuce to
the Arbitration Court, then, cleady, the
ordinary work which is dealt with by the
court as now constituted must be greatly
minimised, A further difficulty iz the
suggestion to appoint both the president
nnd the deputy president for life. Mr.
Twing's suggestion seems to me the wiser
one, There must be a president of the
court, and he undounbtedly should hold the
qualifieations of a Bopreme Court judge.
Assumiog that within a short time the
work of the court becomes so much re-
dueed that the services of a deputy presi-
dent are not reguired, how iz he to be got
rid of if appointed for life? The Govern-
ment would find themselves saddled with 2
deputy president, or possibly several
deputy presidents, while having ne work
for him or them to do. Tp to the present
the eourt has consisted of practically one
individual, since the three memberd of the
hench have always sat together. There-
fore one president by himself can do as
mueh work as is done by the present court.
The position would be different if the
present court were broken un into three.
PBut the argument is that the work of the
court will be reduced by this measure.
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Addit’opal  appoeintments can be made
later, if found necessary, through the
medinm of a short amending Bill,  When
tlat Bill came before Parliawent, it might
be considered that the deputy president,
or deputy presidents, should not he
appointed for a longer term than, say, five
or scven years. Undoubtedly the presi-
dent himself should be appointed for life,
in order to maintain that consisteney in
the decisions of the court whieh iz vital
to the purposes in view. T support Mr.
Ewing's amendment.

Hon, E. H. HARRIS: When considering
the appointment of one or more deputy
presidents, we should have regard for
what has oecurred iu the past and also for
what the Bill propescs with reference to
various committees, The present three
members of the court have sat as one, and
hzve done their work as well as a Supreme
Court judge does his. But if in futore the
president devates the whole of his time o
the work of the Arbitration Court, the
position shonld be greatly improved.
Moreover, under this Bill if would be
pessible for the pregident to delegate the
whole of his work to boards, sending one
to Geraldton, another to Albuny, and so
on, saying, ‘“‘If the people are not satis-
fied, let them come to me.'” ‘I'he appoint-
ment of the president should not, in my
opinion, ba for life, as the matters to he
dealt with are not matters of law, ani
when a2 man gets heyond a certain age he
shonld not sit as president of the Arbitrn-
tion Court. My own preference would be
for appointing the president for 10 years

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : T re-
gard Mr. Ewing's amvndment as eon-

sequential. This matter was discussed at
great length last night, and 1 was beaten
on the question of the constitution of the
court. If the provisions for boards remain
in the Bill, the president will be relieved
of a great deal of work, and so there will
be no necessity for a deputy president,
especially a deputy president for life. [
can understand the appointment of a
deputy president if the president is ill, but
there is already provieion for that.

Hon. H. STEWART: The appointment
of a deputy president should be provided
for differentlv from the manner proposed
in the Bill. We may go along for perbaps
three years with a president, and then a
deputy president has to be appointed, and
whom are the Government to appoint? A
man would have to be brought in simply
from outside. He would be appointed by
the Governor in Council, and an unsunit-
able man might be selected. That risk
can he avoided by providing that the
deputy president shall be appointed sub-
ject to the approval of Parliament. In any
case, there will have to he an addition to
the Supreme Court beneh in order that the
number of judges mav not be diminished.
The objection couid be met by providing

2111

that  the deputy president could be ap-
peiuted with the approval of Parliament.
t bave uot bad sufficient support for my
proposal and therctere 1 will ask leave to
withdraw it.

Amendment
withdrawn,

Amendment put aund passed; the clause,
as amended, agread to,

Clauge 3—Amendment of Section 43:

Hon. J. EWING: What I propuse may
be considered a consequential amendment
thongh in reality it is not. The Bill pro-
vides for the excision of Section 43 of the
principal Act and thke addition of the words
vontained in the Eill. My amcendment is in
the dircetion of striking out the words ¢on-
tained in the Bill and snbstituting others.
T move—

That all the words after ‘*43'" in line
i of the propoged subseetion be struck
aut and the following ingerted in liew:
““In case of the ilincss or absence of the
Pregident at any time, the Governor may
aominate a judge or uny person having
the, quatifications of a judge of 1the
Supremr Cour! to aetl as President or
Vice-President during such iliness or ab-
seaee and uptil the termination of any
rending arquiry.’’

on amendment, by leave,

The person to te appointed need not be a
judge, but he mest have the qualification
of a jmlge. It will I'e noticed that 1 pro-
vide that although the president may be
able to risume dute, the deputy shall con-
tinue until he has finished the work he has
commeneed,

Hon. H. STEWART: Instead of refer-
ring to him ns president or vice-president,
as the hon, member proposes to do, why not
eall him depoty president?

Hon. J. Ewing: I sce no objection to
that,

The COLONTAT. SECRETARY : The
amendment is not as simple as it looks.
Most hon. members have advocated the ap-
pointinent of a judge of the Supreme Court.
The amendment means that & solicitor can
he lhirought in from ountside «uring the tem-
porary absence of the president.

Ton. J. Ewing: That is what it means.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: T op-
pose that. An outside solicitor may be
aulerted in whom the prople may not have
c-nfilence, He would be acting as presi-
dent for, say, three months; le wonld have
no respondibility and then wonll be gone
far ever.

Hon. H. STEWART: 1 am in agrerment
with the views of the Coloninl Feerctary.
We must uphold the prestige of the court
so that it shall alwavs have the confidence
of every seetion of the community,

Hon. J. T. HOLMES: The position would
he met if we struek out the words “‘any
person  laviug the qualifications of a
Fudge.’
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Hon. J. EWING: T agree with the view
expressed by the Leader of the House and
admit that it swould be in the power of a
Government to appoint any solicitor thev
wished. With the permission of the House
I will alter my amendment to read—

In case of the iliness or absence of the
president at any time the Gorvernor may
nominate a judge of the Supreme Court
as acting president during the illness or
ebsenee of the presidemt and uniil the
termination of any pending inguiry.

Hon. T. MOORE: If members will turn to
Section 43 of the principal Act they will
8ee that we are inserting something that is
already there, It seems to me that we are
just wasting time.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: There is a dif-
ference between the amendment and the
gection of the Act by reason of the fact
that the amendment gives power to the act-
ing president to sit until the termination
of the pending inquiry. That does not
appear in the existing Aet.

Amendment put and passed;
as amended, agrced to.

Clause 9—Amendment of Section 47

Hon. J. EWING:

ment—
That all the words efter ‘‘repealed’’

in line 1 be struck out.
This is necessary because of the amendment
thot we have already passed.

Amendment put and passed;
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 10—Awmendment of Sectxon 48:

Hon. J. EWING:
ment—

That after the words *'foriy-eight'’
the following be inserted: °‘forty-nine,
fifty, fifty-two, fifty-three, fifty-five and
fifty-six.”’

Section 49 deals with the appropriation of
salaries for omlinary members of the court;
Section 50 with existing members of the
conrt; Seetion 52 with disqualification of
memhership; Section 53 with power for re-
moving sneh membera; Section 55 with the
mode of filling casval vacancies; and See-
tion 56 with the oath of office for ordinary
members.
Amendment pué and passed.

The CHATRMAN: The remainder of the
clanse will be amended consequentially.

(Mause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauges 11 to 13 pnt and negatived.

Mange 14—Amendment of Section 58:

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: T move an amend-
ment-—

That at the end of paragraph (B) the
words ‘“and the award shall be made and

the clause,

T move and amend-

the clanse,

I move an amend-

[COUNCIL.|

isgued with refercnce 1o such unions'’ be
struck out.
This may mean that aa award shall be
issued after it has been referred to the
union for approval.
Hon. J. Cornell:
geaph is coming out.
Hon, A. LOVEKIN: That bheing so0, 1
will withdraw the amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I move an amend-
ment—

That paragraph
(1), be struck out.

The paragraph contains an impudent sug-
geation. An unregistered union may be
brought before the court by the Minister,
and a registered union that is oheying the
law may be notified that it is a party to
the dispute. The latter union will then
have to be hound by the award made in
respect to the unregistered body. Tf it is
understood that all indnstrial organisations
cean have their grievances disposed of hy
the court, all that we would need would be
machinery for hearing indostrial disputés
in general.

The (OLONTAL SECRETARY: It is
necessary in the interests of industrial peace
that persons who do not belong to & union
should be foreced into court. In the build-
ing trade there are some workers who per-
haps sapply the trade with materials, bat
are not registered as a union. They are in
2 position to hoeld up the entire industry.
Under this clanse the Minister would have
power 1o say that a dispute had arisen, and
refer it to the ecourt.

Hon. H. Stewart:
vou refor?

The (.OLONTAL SECRETARY: Experi-
ence haz shown that this does occur. There
are emall secticna in connestion with the
huilding trades that have power to hold up
building operations because of strikes. There
are no means of getting those individuals
hefore the court unless the clanse be agreed
to.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The Minister is
misinformed. The Bill provides power for
the court to move of its own violition. At
present it eannot 3o se. The existing law
provides that the president may convene a
compulsory conference and the Minister may
appoint a special eommissioner to hold a
conferenee. T there is no amicable settle-
ment, no power ig provided to refer the dis-
putc diveet to the court. The Bill remedies
both those defects. Why is it desired,
therefnre, that the Minister should bhave a
finger in the pie? It ig better to give the
court the power suggested rather than the
Minisier. Tt is a dangerous power to place
in the hands of a Minister, whatever his po-
liticat Leliefs may be, for circumstances may
erop up when some question will be referred
to the court that cannot be dealt with, and

But the whole para-

(b)Y, subparegraph

To what suppliers do
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that will tend t undermine the power of the
eourt. Two individuals cannot operate with
advantage in the one field. The Bill ap-
plies to both unionist and non-unienist, and
the neeessary safeguards are provided for
dealing with disputes before they reach the
acute stage.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I agree with Mr,
Cornell's views regarding the position of a
Minister, Yesterday we learnt that the
plasterers' union is not registered and
that that organisation conld hold wup the
building trade.

Hon, E, H. Gray: The union is not re-
gistered under the Arbitration Act.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Beeause they can
get more money as they are now, than if
they were registered! There may be two
carpenter’s unions in the building trade, one
union bLeing registered and the other un.
registered. The urnregistered mnion could
create a dispute and be taken to the Arbitra-
tion Court. The registered union would be
hound by the decision and that would be
manifestly unfair, because their members
had not any say in the citation. T think the
clause shonld be struck out.

Ameyudment put and a division taken,
with the following result:—

Ayes .. .. Y
Noes . .- .. 5
Majority for .. ..o 12
AYms.
Hon. A. Burvill Hon, G. W. Mlles
Hoa, J. Cornell Hon, J. Nickolson
Hon. J. Duffell ! Hon. A, J. H. Saw
Hon. J. Ewing | Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. V, Hamersley Ilen, H. A. Stephensou
Hon. E. H. Harrls " Hon. H. Stewart
Han. ], J. Holmes Hon, H. T. Yelland
Hon. A. Lovekin tHon, J. A, Greig
Hon. J. M. Macfarlane (Teller.)
NNga,
Hon. 1. M. Drew Hon, T. Moore
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. J. R. Brown
Hon. J, W. Hickey {Teller.)
Parr.
AYE. ) Na.

Hon. C. F. Baxter . Hon. W. H. Kitson
Ameniment thos passed; the clawse, as
amended, agreed to.
Clause 15—agreed to.
Clause 16—Amendment of Section 62,
Hon. JJ. NICHOLSOXN: I move an amend-
ment-—
That in line 2 after *‘the Minister?’
the words “‘or the’' be inserted.

Sectiow 62 provides that an industrial dis-
pute may he referred to the court in the
preseribed mannper by the party or parties
or a majority of the parties on the one pide
ot the other, and Subsecton 2 provides that
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shoul} any question arise as to all or a ma-
jority of such parties on one side or the
other, baving agreed to such reference, the
question shall be settled by the president
upon summaons under Section 68. The clause
secks to give that power also to the Min-
ister.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 17— Amendment of Section 63:

Hon. J, NICHOLSON : I move an amend-
ment—

That in tines § and 6 the words ‘‘ond
the proviso to Subsection 4 of Section 63
of the principal dect ia hereby repealed’”’
be struck out.

That proviso (euls with the appearance of
solicitors in the Arbitration Court. It is
proposed by the clavse to strike out that
proviso conferring a right on both parties,
Tt is desirable that the right should be re-
tained in the interests of either party re-
quiring & solicitor.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The ob-
ject of the clause is to make the proceed-
ings of the court as inexpensive as possi-
ble. There is no oceasion to introduce the
lawyer into the court at any time. He
cannot be there at the hearing of any im-
dustrial dispute. All such cases are con-
ducted by laymen, and there is no need
for the introduetion of lawyers,

Hon. J. Cornell: The Bill proposes that
industria]l magistrates may do this.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: But
thoge industrial magistrates may not be
tawyers; they may be men without any legal
training whatever. The object of the clanse
is to remove as many technicalities as pos-
sible,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The Minister
overlooks the first portion of Subsection
4 of Section 63 of the prineipal Act, pro-
viding that no legal practiticner shall be
allowed to appear or be heard before the
court in any eapacity whatever, or to attend
the court to advise the representatives of
any party before the court, unless all the
parties cxpress their consent thereto, Then
follows the proviso, which it is sought to
have struck out, providing that when the
court is sitting for the trial of an offence,
either party shall have the right to he
represented by counsel. Tn other words,
a party before the court is allowed to eall
in legal advice when charged with an
offence.

Hon, J. CORNELL: Seldom, if ever, does
a lawyer appear in the Arbitration Court.
The Committee is perpetuating a principle
that has been in vogwe all these years in
respeet of the hearing of industrial dis-
putes, namely that the lawyer shall be he-
yond the pale. The clause goes further,
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and preseribes that a man on trial for an
indictable offence cannot avail himself of
eounsel. That is earrying it too far. More-

over, it i3 a weapon likely to cut both ways,

for circumstances may arise in which a
union charged with an offence would be
well advised to be represented by counsel. T
hope the Minister will not oppose the amend-
wment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 18, 19, 20—agreed to.
Clause 21—Demarcation of callings:

Hon, H, STEWART: It should not be
mandatory to appoint a special hoard. The
power should rest with the eonrt. Tt would
be an improvement if application for a
hoard could be made by employers as wel]
as empleyces. I move an amendment—

That in MHne £ of the proposed new sub-
scction (1) ‘‘shall’’ be struck out and
‘fmay’’ inserted in lew.

Hon, T. MOORE: If it appears to the
court hat a certain courss of action shonld
be adopted, surely it should be mandatory
on the court to adopt it.

Hon, J, CORNELL: It would be wise to
make mandatory the appointment of a
board. The wscfulness of demarcation
boards will depend upon their being made
standing boards, which could settle many
grivvances wilhout recourse to the eourt and
without creating frietion betweenm the par-
ties.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
i no necessity for employers to have repre-
sentation on the demarcation boards. The
disputes intended to be dealt with arise
amongst the workers themselves. Such dis-
pates arise at the Midland Junetion Work-
shops between the engineers and the fitters.
The Commissioner of Railways is not in the
slightest degree intcrested, but he wantd
the disputes settled, so that the work may
not be held up. In housge building disputes
arise as fo whether roofing with galvanised
iron is the work of carpenters or of plumnb-
ers, In nine eases out of ten the employers
are not interested. If the employers are
interested, the court has power under para-
graph (a) to provide for their representa-
tion. It should he left to the court to say
who shall be represented on the demarcation
hoards.

HWon. H. STEWART: Apparently the
fullest power is given to the demarcation
boards and to the court, T ask leave to
withdraw the amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,

Hon. H. STEWART: T suggest that the
words ‘‘of workers’” in line 2 of the pro-
posed new subsection be deleted. Tf em-
ployers are interested in one case out of ten,
provision ghould be made for their represen-
tation,

{LOUNCIL.]

Hon. J. CORNELL: 1F {he demarcatinr
Lioards arc to be called into existence only
when disputes arise, mueh of their utility
will be destroyed. If we eould have stang-
ing demarcation boards to funetion when
required, delays and irritation would be ob-
viated.

Hon. G. W, Miles: But disputes, onee set-
tled, will nat be arising every day.

Hon. .J. CORNELL: They arise fre-
qguently on various pointa.  The Minister
should consider making provision in the
clanse for the appointment of permanent
demarcation hoards.

Hon. .JJ. J. HOLMES: I agree with JMr.
Stewart that the words ‘‘of workers’”
shonld be deleted. Then it would be open
to cither party to have representatior on a
demareation board. T  move an amend-
ment—

That the words '‘of workers’’ be de-
leted.

Sitting suapended from 6.15 to 7.30 pn.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: On further con-
sideration, T think the clause would be bet-
ter if ibe words "‘of workers,’’ which the
amendment I moved before tea proposes to
stike out, were retained. I, therefore, ask
leave {0 withdraw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I move an amend-
ment-—

That in preposed Subsection 1, after
ffworkers,”’ in line &, there be inserted
*for uny indvstrial union of employers'’

T hold that the demarcation board is neeces-
sary when lLwo unions elajm the same work.
The unions know that the demareation board
muat give the work to ome union or the
other, and consequently neither of them ap-
proaches the board, both preferring to go on
scrambling for the work, The employer
should have the right to come im.

Hon. A, LOVERIN: T think this is &
good amendment, because it will bring our
law into line with that of Vietoria in this
respeet. In that State most of the disputes
in faercries and industrial houses are settled
by the employees sitting around a table, The
boarda, I vnderstand, are constantly sitting
to arrange disputes, mostly between the em-
ployces ithemselves. But where the employer
is concerned in the dispute, he has to write
invoking the aid of the Labour Department
to call a compulsory sitting of the board,
I am informed that the Vietorian boards
do pgood work., The figures show that
there are fewer industrial disputes in
Vietoria than in any other State, and T
believe that faet to be due largely to the
boards.

Amendment put and passed.



|3 LECcEMBER, 1924.]

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: T move an amend-

ment—-

Thot in paragraph (a) of proposed
Subscction 1 the words '‘one-half of such
other members shall be representatives of
empioyers, and the other half shall be re
presentatives of the industrial unions of
wori'rra cngaged in the said callings’’ be
struck out, and the following inserted in
lieu:— ‘one-half in number of such other
members shall be employers or employers’
managing erperts and the other half
workers, eack of whom 18 actually and
bona fide engaged in one of the said call-
ings.'’
When the Bill was introduced in another
ptace, j: contained the wards of this amend-
ment, However, the words were struck out,
and oiher words, now in the Bill, were sub-
gtituted. I want to got back to the original
Bill, which provides that these boards shail
be constituled of persons actually engaged
in the industry, They are the proper people
to settly a dispute.

Hon, J. J. Holmes:
Walsa on the board.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: No. T do not want
on the board the men’s representatives, who,
instead of bringing about a settlement, will
probably make things worse.

Hon. W, H. KITSON: Apparently Mr,
Lovekin desires that the employers shall he
represented by experts, while the employees
are not to have the assistance of their seec-
Tetaries or presidents. The men concerned
in the dispute are the best judges as to
who skoll represent them.

Hon, J. Cornell: Not slways,

Hon. A. Lovekin: This was in your
origina! Bill.

Heon. W, H. KITSON: T cannot help
that. The employees should have the right
to appoint a representative whether he is
actuali’ engaged in the industry or not, for
the purposes of an inquiry of thias kind.
The geeretary, for example, might be a man
with a Jifelime’s experience of the industry,
but not then actually engaged in it owing
to the fact of his being secretary of the
Un1ormn.

Hou, T. MOORE: T do not want hon.
members to ran away with the belief that
alk union gecreturies in this State are *¢Tom
Walshes.”” Remarks that are thrown about
the Chamber sometimes create a bad im-
pression. We have in this State to-day what
ia known as the induatrial disputes commit-
tee and if there is anything that Western
Australia has to be thankful for it is the
existence of that body, who do their work
voluntsrily. The members of that commit-
tee have settled more troubles than the Ar-
bitration Court in the past few years. They
all belicve 1n ingustrial peace. All have been
throngh the organisation. Are we to debar
those men whe have done so much—Mr.
Eenneally, Mr. Kitson, Mr. Burgess, Mr.

You don’t want Tom
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Watts and others—from doing a good deal
in the Futir-. The amendment says ‘‘Em-
ployers’ managing experis.’’ Let us have
workers’ managing experts, and I shall

be content. They are the men whese names
I have mentioned.

Hon., A. Lovekin: Take out the wora
‘¢ experts, ??

Hon, T. MOORE: I want industrial

peace to be maintained. I have seen uniou
secretaries do so much during the past few
years that 1 think it would be unwise to in-
terfers with their work. Let me refer
briefly to the timber industry which was
held np because the employers’ representa-
tive said to the Arbitration Court, ‘“*You
have no right to decide this matter; it is
piece waork.’’ The employers’ representa-
tive jursuaded Judge Webb that he could
not deal with the case and a section of the
workers went on strike against the advies
of the anion secretary who battled hard to
get the judge to deliver an award, The dis-
putes committee came along and ordered the
men back to work. 'Thers was a round
table eonference and the committee got us
out of n great difficulty. They said to the
employers, ““You must allow these men to
be leard ia the court.’’ The employers
agreed and last week an award wad
delivered. Tndustrial peace has reigned
throughout the period, when, but for the
disputes committee, the result might have
bheen serious.

Hon. A, J. H. SAW: T bad intended a
little earlier to support the remarks of
Ar, Kitsen, Now [ am glad to be able to
say that I can support the remarks of
both Mr, Kitson and Mr. Moore. We all
agree that trade unionism is necessary,
and if we are apgreed on that it is ncees-
sary likewige that a trade union shall have
a secretary. Having a secretary I do not
know why we should be continually
cavilling at him, The secretary is there
to perform a nceful work which is required
by the union, Is there any reason why
this section of employees who are con-
cerned as to which particular calling shall
do a class of work shall be debarred from
choosing  whatever representative they
like? T do not see why we should try to
limit them. Even in the skilled trades the
best men are engaged to pnt forward a
case. They should be allowed to decide
for themselves what particular representa-
tive they want to employ and if the union
seeretary is chosen, well then, are not
members of the unions the hest judges in
that regard? T was glad to hear the re-
marks of Mr. Kitson and Mr, Moocre, be-
czure when T advanced a somewhat similar
argument on the Jury Aet Amendment
Bill, those members would not have it that
the people enpaged in particular trades
were the best persoms qualified to express
an opinion on certain intrieate cases.

Hon, A. BURVILL: I support the re-
marks of Mr. Kitson, Mr. Moore and Dr.
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Saw. I do not see how trade unionism can
be worked unless we permit the memoers
of the unions to select the representative
they require. The unions have their own
ideas and their wish is to put those ideas
into the best possible shape, If we de-
prive them of the means whereby they can
do this, trouble will follow. It will be far
hetter to let each side pick its own ex-
perts. 1 am not im favour of Mr. Love-
kin’s amendment; I am in favour of the
clause.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I agree with Mr.
Maore that trade union secretaries are
men who have gone through the mill, but
there are others as well.

Hon. T. Moore: I admit that there are
exeeptions.

Hon, J. CORNELL: I have yet to learn
that the general body of trade unionists
are so bankrupt of brains that they can-
not be expected to find someone else to fill
the job. I shall move an amendment to
paragraph (a) of Mr. Lovekin’s amend-
ment.

The CHATRMAN: The question before
the Committee just now is, not that para-
graph (a) be inserted, but that all the
words after “question’’ in the second line
be struck out with a view to inserting
other words.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The remarks of
Mr. Kitson and Mr, Moore would have
been all right applied to any board other
tian a demarcation board. Surely we
want representatives who know exactly
what the work is. T do not mind union
secretaries being on a hoard like this pro-
vided they have had some experience in
the trade. We might amend Mr. Love-
kin’s amendment to read ‘‘Each of whom
has been or is actually.”’

Houn. A, Lavekin: That would suit me.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: What I wish to
bave is a Tepresentative who knows what
the trade is and who knows where a
man’s training ends in one case and where
that nf another tradesman begins, We do
not want 2 man who by his elogquence can
persuade a majority of the board te swing
round in his favour.

Hon. A, LOVEEKIN: Dr, Saw has not
been engaged in these industries, and does
not appreciate the difficulties that arise.
Our object is to promote industrial peace,
and if we can get together the men who
understand the partienlar business on
hand, we shall secure that industrial peace.
Tf, on the other hand, we bring in out-
siders who know nothing about the trade
or industry, they may go to the Tradces
Hall and put forward a false position as
regards the matter in dispute. Tf we bring
in Trades Hall secretaries, we shall prob-
ably have trouble, bnt if we eae get the
men themselves sitting around a table
with the employers, that troubla will be
avoided.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. T. Moore: Are not trade union
secietaries reasonable men?

Hon. A, LOVEKIN : There are soms .
first class honourable men, and some who
are yunite the reverse. Juuany of the indus-
trial troubles that oveur have been caused
by Trades Hall secretaries. The ~men
tbemselves may not cure about paying
their subseriptions, and the secretary may
feel e must be doing something to keep
the men together and get in their sub-
seriptions. Round table confereuces are
the best means of ensuring industrial
peace. If the employers keep the workers
at arm’s length and litigation is spoken
of, there is nearly always trouble.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I fail
to see where the union secretary comes
into this paragraph. If there is a dispute
betwween the plumbers and the carpenrters,
each side will appoint a representative to
act for it. The representatives may b
the seeretaries.

Hon. A. Burvill: They are bound to
appoint the men who know most about
the matter.

Iton. J. J. Holmes: And they will be
the secretaries.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: If tha
unions are permitted to choose their own
representatives, undoubtedly they will
choose the hest tradesman, who may or
may not be the secretary.

Hon, H. SEDDON: 1 cannot understand
a man heing allowed to hold for long the
position of seeretary of a union unless he
has been a eompetent worker himself, Many
of the most expert tradesmen are had ex-
poneuts of a case, and they have to rely
upon the man who can best present it.

Hon. W. H. KITSOXN: I regret that
some of the speakers bave gone out of their
wayv to offer insults to union secretaries.
In most cases the secretaries are practical
men and have a wide knowledge of the
particular trade in which they are inter-
ested. Disputes that arise nnder the head-
ing of thig clawse will be between uniona,
and it is only right that the unions should
be in a position to appoeint as their repre-
sentatives those wha are best able to fill
that position. A union secretary, although
nmot actively engaged in the indvstry at the
time, wonld know the facts and he ahle to
present the ease. Tt wounld be eourting
trouhle to interfere with the freedom of
the unions in this respect.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: Tf it is proposed
to fix the anlary that iz to he paid to ths
renresentatives of the workers, T can un-
deretand why the words ¢‘industrial mmions
nf?? have led to so mnch debate. Tf these
wards were strurk out, we should achieve
the ohject desired hr Mr. Lovekin. Un-
lonbtedly roond table conferences shonld
ernsist of representatives of the men
chiefly concerned.

Ton. A. LOVEKTIN: Mr. Kitson’s ro
marks were based uwpon the abilisy of re
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presentatives to talk. This elause refers
to disputes beiween two unions. Can such
disputes be settled by the best talkers, or
should they be settled upon the merits?
My amendment is worded exactly in accord-
ance with the clause as it appeared in the
Bill originelly introduced by Mr. MeCallum,

Hon. G, W. Milea: Perhaps the Minister
will tell us why these words were deleted.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I will do so. Pres-
sure was brought to bear upon the Minister
by the Trades Hall people and by the Em-
ployers’ Federation. 'The latter organisa-
tion means Millare and the Chamber of
Mines, with a few others.

Hon. T. Moore: If all those people
agree, surely they must be right!

Hon. A, LOVEEIN: I have been ap-
proached about this matter and the object
of the move was to keep this particnlar
work in the hands of the representatives
of the unions on both sides. It has been
common ground between the Employers’
Federation and the unions concerned, and
therefore Mr. AMeCallum agreed to delete
the clanse and substitute that which ap-
pears in the Bill now. 1 have Been in com-
munieation with the former president of
the Employers’ Federation,” Mr. Law, and
with other prominent members of that body
regarding this guestion, and, although I am
not a member of the Federation, I attended
a meeting at which a motion was ecarried
in favour of the wages board system. 1
have been told sinece, privately, that the
seeretaries of the parties coneerned were
not in fuvour of it. The reason is obvious.
It is not right in the interests of industrial
peace that the best talkers should be en-
eouraged rather than the men actively en-
gaged in the bosiness and who are vitally
concerned in seeuring a seftlement of a
dispute, ’

Hon. J, J. HOLMES: Mr. Lovekin’s
amendment will exclude not only the uniom
secretaries but the secretary of the Em-
ployers' Federation as well.

Hou. E. H. Gray: But not employers'
experis.

Hon. A. Lovekin:
erenee to ‘‘experts.!’

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The Minister’s
idea was to keep the demarcation boards
for the people most fitted to do this work.
Without wishing te be offensive I would
say that Mr. Lovekin’s amendment will
mean keeping the parasites out of it.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: If you do not mean

. to be offensive, why use that word?

Hon, J. 1. HOLMES: Tt will keep out
the union secretaries who ean write letfers
and talk, and it will bring in the men who
know their husiness,

Hon. W. H. Kitson: Do vou suggest that
the umon seeretaries do not kmow their
business?

Hon., J. J. HOLMES: Tf there is ome
hody that should consist of men who know
their business, it should be the demarcation

T will delete the ref-
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board, seeing that the intention of that
body is to settle disputes betweer unions.
Good talkers, like union gecretaries, will not
settle such disputes.

Hon. T. Moore: They have settled many
nf them.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: They cannct do
80 because every union secretary musi put
np the case for hig union or lose his job.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: The other represen-
tatives must put up their case as well,

Hon. J. J, HOLMEY: But the other re-
presentatives will sit on the board with no
other object than te settle disputes,

Hon. A, J. H. 8AW: Mr. Holmes over-
looks the fact that in addition to th» repre-
eentatives of the employers’ and the em-
ployees’ organisations, there will be an in-
dependent and impartial chairman. That
heing so I cannot sce that there will be
nny failure to arrive at a decision, I can-
naot sve that they will reach a decision more
quickly because the ubion seerctaries are
cut out.

Hon. J. DUFTFELL: From what I can
see the suggestion is that the union secre-
taries would have to report back to their
organisations, and thereforse would not be in
ag good o position to secure settiements of
disputes as would be the direct representa-
tives of the employers.

Hon, E, I, Harris: But the delegates
must have plenary powers.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: The clause would
he improved if the reference to industrial
unions were deleted and the representatives
wvere to be drawn from the workers them-
selves.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: To show what
the elavse may mean, hon, members will re-
member that in the baking industry ques-
tions to be determined may be how bread
is to be made, when it is to be made, and
by whom, and the secretary of that union
is a carpenter!

The Honorary Minister: Worse than that,
he is a member of Parliament.

Hon. J. Cornell: He is not the secretary
now.

Hon. E. H. Gray: But he was a very good
secretary.

Hon, T, J. HOLMES: We might have a
buteher as secretary of the clerks’ union,
and that man would have to sit on the
board and settle some of these questions
that will come before that bedy.

Awmendment put and a division taken with
the Collowing result:—

Ayes .. .- .. .. B
Noes .. .- .. .. 16
Majority against .. 10

Aves,

Han. V. Hamernlay + Hon, H. J. Yelland

Hon. A. Lovekin Hon. J, J, Holmaes
Hen, H. A. Stephenson| {Peller.)
¥on. H. Btewart .
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Hon. J. R. Brown Tton. J. W, Hickey
Hon. A, Burvill | Hon. W. H. Kitson
Hon. J. Cornell f Hon. J. M. Macfarlane
Hoa. J. M. Drew + Hon, Q. W. Miles
Hon. J. Duftetl © Hon, T. Moore
Hon. E. H, Gray Hon. A. J. H, Saw
Hen. J. A, Greig i Hon, H. Seddon
Hon. E. H. Harrls Hon, J, Ewlng

! (Tetler.)

Amendment thus megalived.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: [ move an amend-
ment—

That in line § of paragraph (a) the
words ‘“indusirial unions of'’ be struck
out,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: In the
Till as originally introduced the word
*‘workers’’ appeared instead of ‘‘indus-
trial unions of workers’’; but it meant that
the decisions of the board would be re-
sirieted to small groups of workers employed
on a job, and couvld not affect the general
body of workers. By making it ‘‘industrial
unions of workers,’”’ we ensured that the
decisions of the board should apply gener-
oily. That i3 why the phrasc was adopted.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: Even the court has
not a free hand as to the appointment, for
Subelause 2 provides that the eourt, in mak-
ing the appointment, shall give effect to
nominations made by the parties concerned.
So the unions will not necessarily appoint
persons actually engaged in the industry.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The amendment
will put the employers and the workers on
the same footing. Ag if i3, the court will
be representative of employers and of in-
dustrial unions of workers. If the employ-
ers are satisfied with a representative of the
employers, surely the employees should be
satisfied with a representative of the work-
ers. I will support the amendment, because
I want to sce both parties placed on the
one footing.

Hon. W. H. KITS8ON: If members are
desirous of creating further trouble, the
amendment points the way, It will mean
that any little coterie of workers engaged
in an iudustry may secure from the court
a decision in opposition to the policy of the
organisation directly concerned, and so that
decision, given on behalf of a few workers,
may lead te 2 mneh larger dispute than the
ariginal one. The effect of the amendment
will he to take the matter ont of the hands
of the union, Tf there be an argument he-
tween two unions as to which shall do cer-
tain work, the representatives of those
pnions shonld he the penple to present their
case and secur¢ a decision, If we allow
some ontside body of workers, who may not
ba representative of a union to come in,
we shall create a bigger trouble than existed
in the first place, for no union would agree
to be bound by a deeision so arrived at.

[+ OUNCLL.}

Hon, E. H, HARRIS: Mr. Kitson has
clearly indicated that if we take out the
words ‘“industrial union’’ it will leave it to
any little handfut of workers not necessarily
representative of a union, and will permit
of non-nnionists getting the deecision, There-
fore it is advisable that Mr. Duffell should
withdraw the amendment and insert it two
lines carlier, in the referenee to representa-
tives of employers. We shall then be pro-
viding for industrial uniens of employers,
Tt it be right that two or three employers,
not members of any organisation, should
have the board brought into existence, it
is cqually right that two or three workers
should have the same privilege,

Amendment put and a division takem
with the following result:—

Ayes 9
Noes 13
" Majority against .. §
AYES.
Tloo, V. Hamersley Hon. H. A. Stephenson
Hon. J. J. Holmes ] Hon, H., Stewart
Hon, A. Lovekin | Hon. H. J. Yelland
Yon. J. Nicholson Hon. J. Duffell
Hon. H. Seddon {Teller.}
NoES,
Hon. J. R. Brown Hon, W. H. Kijtson
Hon, A, Burvill _ Hon, J. M. Macfarlane
Hon. J. Cornell ' Hon, G. W. Mliles
tion, J. M. Drew ' Hop. T. Moore
Hoa. J. Ewlog Hon. A, J. H. Baw
Hon. BH. H. Harri= Hon. J. A. Greig
Hon. J. W. Hickey {Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: The proposed new
Subsection 2 states that-the chairman and
other members of a board shall be ap-
pointed by tbe court, but the eourt in
making the appointments shall give effect
to pominations made in the prescribed
manner by the parties concerned. What
is meant by ‘‘prescribed manner’’?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Doubt-
less a eertain form will he laid down,
probably in the shape of rules of court.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Section 125, Subsee-
tion 7 of the principal Act deals with that.

Hon. A. LOVEEIN: Therefore it is in-
tended that we should prescribe the
manner in which the conrt is to act in
appointing the boards. The court is not
to have a free hand. I see nothing in the
prineipal Act prescribing the manner for
appointing beards. Is it intended to inm-
terfere with the diseretion of the court?

Hon. J. Nicholson: The court makes the
regulations under Section 125,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: But will that eover
the regulations preseribing the manner in
whiel the eourt shall act?

Hon. J. Nicholson: Look at the begin-
ning of Seetion 125,
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Hon. A. LOVEKIX: Yes; that appar:
ently gives the eourt power to make the
regulations.

Claus>, as previeusly amended, agreed to.
Clanzes 22, 23—agreced to.
Clanse 24— Awendment of Section 76:

Hon, A, LOVEKIX: T suggest that the
vlanse be deleted because it provides for
retrospective awards. There are many
objectiong to vetrospective awards. May-
bz a builder takes a contract, and halfway
through the job the employees approacvh
the court., The hearing does not come on
for months, the building is completed, and
Inter on the builder is called upon to make
gootl the increase gianted by the court.
Members doubtless have made up their
minds as to whether they faveur retro-
spective awards,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : T am
advised that in the past agreements have
been made by emplovers and employees,
when cages have heen referred to the
court, that the award shall have retro-
apective effeet. TUnder this measure, with
boards, ete., provided, there should not he
mueh delay. Corsequentlv no danger can
arise if we provide for retrospective
awards.

Hon, G, W. Miles: In the instances you

mention the parties nwutually agreed 1o
retrospective awards.

Hon. J. Duffell: The (iovernment had tn
pay something like £200,000 under a retro-
spective award.

The COLONTAL SECRFTARY : This
clause means a lof to the emplovees. They
will work contentedly if they feel assured
that, when an increase is granted, it will
date from the time of application.

Hon. J, J. HOLMES: The remarks of
the Minister show fhe necessity for de-
leting the clause. He suggests that awards
will be given promptly. Tf so, where is
the need to provide for awards to have
retrospective  cffect? Time after time
members have mentioned how retrospec-
tive awards have hit employers. They
bave had to pay out hundreds of pounds.
The other evening a question was askerd
whether, when wages were reduced, the
employees made a refund to the em-
ployera, and Labour members yegarded it
15 a joke.

Hon. JJ. R. Brown: It is a huge joke.

Hen, J. .J. HOLMES: I want legislation
to cut hoth ways. Everyome hopes that
the eourt’s decizions will be obeyed, and
that there will be no necessity for the
awards to have retrospeetive effect.

Hon, T M. MACFARLANE: The adop-
tion of the retrospective provision was due
largely to the congestion of business in
the court and the difficulty of getting
awards, We now hope there will be no
congestion in the court, and therefore
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there is no need to provide for awards
having retrospective effect. I oppose the
clause,

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: I can conceive of
so cliuse more likely to hamper industry
than this one. Surely it is hard enocugh
now for a contractor, after having tend-
ered for a job, to meet increased wages
grapted while his contract is still running.
I[f he has to meet retrospective claims
alse, I fail to see how anyoue can stabilize
his business, How could a contractor
quote a price?! The person wanting to
make a contract, too, would be hampered,
because he would not know what expendi.
ture he would have to meet. Consequently
he would delay putting work in hand until
after the award was delivered,

Iion. 1. A, STEPHENSON: Those who
favour the principle of retrospeective
nwards admit that it is one-sided. If we
pass the clauvse it will have a detrimental
effect upon businesa. Contracts nowadays
are cut te the wvery ficest point, hut
imagine a contractor for a £50,000 job,
lucky if e makes anything out of it, find-
ing 12 months later that he has to pay
gome thousands of pounds more than he
anticipated. When it is suggested that
the retrospective provision should cut the
other way, representatives of the workers
merely langh. It is going too far to treat
the matter as a joke. We want legislation
that will be fair to all parties. I oppose
the clause.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Retrospective pro-
vigions ave of recent origin and were
adopted owing to the econgestion of the
rourt and hecause the cost of living con-
tinned to increase while workers had to
wait 18 months or {wo years to get a hear-
ing in the court. If, after this measure i3
passed, eongestion in the court is not over-
come, the retrospective provision will not
be satisfactory to the worker.

The Honorary Minister: Tt would have
heen all right if the last Kalgoorlie award
had been made retrospective.

Hon. T. (ORNELL: That would have
cut both ways. If ogur arbitration law
and machinery cannot be moulded so a3 to
give 4 union of either workers or employers
a hearing within three wontha of citation,
we ought to shut up shop. Even if a hear-
ing within three months means the estab-
lishment of additiona) eourts, let us have ad-
ditional courts, irrespective of cost. The
guarantee of an award within three months
of a ecitation would do away with the de-
mand for the retrospective provision.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: One of the in-
dustries which would he sepinualy afferted
by such a clause as this is the timher in-
dnstry.

Hon, T. Moore: A very thriving industry.

Hon. J. NTCHOLSON: Those engaged
in that industry are bound to enter into
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contracts for delivery oversea. No one can
possibly attach any retrospective wages con-
gideration to a contract marde with prople
oversea, Thus the results of retrospective
pay in eonneetion with a large comtract for
delivery abroad might be extremely serious.
1f the clause were subject to a proviso that
it should not apply to existing contracts,
something might be said for it. I hope
Western Auvstralia will not follow the bad
example of the Commionwealth in this re-
spect.

Hon., T. MOORE: The timber industry,
for which Mr. Nicholson pleads, is one of
the most thriving industries in the State.
For years past the companies engaged in
it have been making huge profits, while the
Government and the workers have received
very little. The employers’ representatives
prevented the court from giving ap award
to one section of the workers in the timber
industry, and therehy deprived that section
of benefits which every other section gained,
Mr. MacMuortrie will tell Mr. Nicholson that
the employers prevented the court for 12
months from giving the men an increase in
wages., They prevented the court from mak-
ing an award so long as they were showing
a profit on piecework. The retrospective
provision should apply as from the date when
the dispute came into existence, No matter
how high the wages, the cost of living is
always treading on the heels of the worker,
and thercfore the court makes no retrospec-
tive award against him. When hon, mem-
bhers taik about fair dealing between em-
ployers and employees, they should remem-
ber the case of the miners in the Arbitra-
tion Court.

The CHATRMAX: I cannot allow the
hon. member to make any reflection on the
court.

Hou. T. MOORE: In view of what bas
been done by employers! representatives to
hold up cases, we should speed up hearings.
The delays in our Arbitration Court tempt
our workers to appeal much more feely to
the Federal Arbitration Court.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: It has been men-
tioned that the Federal Arbitration Court
grants retrospective pay. But the Federal
court binds only those who appear beféle
it and are interested.

Hon. T. Moore: Such a provision will do
us in connection with this Bill

Hon, E. H. HARRIS: An award of our
State court binds all those engaged in the
industry. Whilst the State conrt might be
considering a ecase affeeting some wealthy
company, the award it evenually delivered
wonld be binding also on small, struggling
concerns, It is quite possible for a small
firm to learn for the first time of a retro-
spective award after working for six or
eight months under a current award. The
ineidence of the retrospective provisien is
unfair.

[COUNCIL,}

Clause put and a division taken with the
tollowing result:—

Ayes .. . 4
Noes .- . .. 16

Majority against .. 12

Aveg,
Hon, J. R. Brown Hon. J. W. Hickey
Hon. J. M. Drew Hono, T. Mogre
\Peller.)
Noxs,
Hon. A, Burvill Hon. G. W. Mlles
Hon, J. Cornell ' Hor. J. Nicholson
Hon. J. Ewing . Hon, A. J, H. Baw
Hon. J. A. Greig  Hon. H. Seddon
Hop. Y. Hamersley Hon. H. A. Stephenson
Hon. E. H. Harrls Hon, H. Stewart
Ilon, A. Lovekin Hon. H. J. Yelland
Hon, J. M. Mactarlane| Hon. J. J. Holmes
(Teller.)
Paigs.
AYES. NoEs.
Hon. E. H. Gray Hoo. J. Duftell
Hon. W. H. Kitson Hon, C. F. Baxter

Clause thus negatived.

Clause 25—Amendment of Section 78:

Hon. A. LOVEEIN: I am going to ask
members to vote against this elause alzo.
Tt will act unfairly in eases where it is de-
sired to give an ordinary labourer some
rough painting or carpentry to do. Take
the ease of some of the lJabourers employed
at King’s Park. A number of men there
do general work, and if a picket should
come off the fenee and one of the labourers
were asked to nail it up, under the elanse
it would be necessary to pay that man ear-
penter’s wages. If a little painting had to
he done and the labourer were asked to do
it, it would be necessary to pay in that case,
too, painter’s wages. I did intend to move
a proviso to the clavse bnt T think it would
be hetter to delete it altogether.

Clause put and negatived.
Clause 26-—Power to remit, ete.:

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: It was my in-
tention to ask members to delete the whole
of this eclause, hut on consideration I
think it is better ta move to strike
out paragraph (b) only. Parzgraph (a)
givea rhe eourt power to remit an induatial
matter or dispute to an industrial board for
inquiry. Paragraph (b) gives power to the
court to remit a dispute to a board for de-
termination and award.

Hou, H. Seddon:
function of the court.
Hon, J. NICHOLSON: My contention

ig that the court is the determining authority
and not the board. I move an smendment—

That paragraph (b) be struck owt.

That should be the
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Hon. A. LOVEKIN: 1 hope the hon.
member will not press the amendment. If
we are to remit matters to boards it is as
well to give the board power to determine
the whole thing. If the parties are dissatis-
fied with the determination of the board,
they have the right, under Clause 28, to ap-
peal to thc court.

Hon. A. J. H, SAW: The clause is all
right as it is. The Arbitration Court is the
authority that determines whether it shall
or shall not remit disputes to a board, and
it also may give directions, There is the
further safeguard of an appeal. The pro-
vigion is necessary if we are to expedite
the business of the court.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: This will .not
belp tu expedite the business of the court;
it will rather prolong it. A decision of the
board may be based on certain conclusions
the couri arrived at in previous cages of &
similar nature. In every insiance where
there was the slightest prospect of success
there would be an appeal to the court from
the decisiou of the board. My contention is
that the simplest and quickest method is to
make ‘*he court the determining authority
in all these matters. My amendment
merely proposes to sirike out the power to
remit to the board for the purpose of giving
a decision.

Hoen. A, Lovekin:
we want. .

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: No decision
wonld be final; it would be almost certain
to be appealed apainat.

The COLONTAYL SECRETARY: If the
amendment is carried the usefuluess of the
meagure will be seriously affected. The in-
dustrial board will then bhe g board of in-
quiry, and nothing more, There will be bound
tu be hundreda of small disputes to be set-
tled, and it would not be wise that all shonld
have ta he referred to the court. The board
will be cquivaient to a local court which
deals with matters that are too trivial to
sentd to the SBupreme Court.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The deletion of the
paragraph wonld have the effect of putting
the beard into a sort of sticky-beak position.
Either we must give plenary powers to the
boards. cr we should have no boards at all.
Then we should require two or three courts.
Mr. Nicholson wants a board to be & sort
of runabout for the collection of informe-
tion. That is to go to the court, and the
case will be heard all over again., If we
strike out the paragraph we had better scrap
the boards.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: We have nega-
tived the power of the court to make re-
trospective awards, but if we pass this clanse
it will he tantamount to giving retrospec-
tive effect te any award that is delivered by
the boards. If a decision be given by a
board, and that is appealed against to the
court, until the eourt comes to a decision the
award of the board is effective, If the de-
cigion cf the court is opposed to that of the

(811
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board, the parties may mot be able to got
back anything to which they might have
been entitled if the decision had been given
in the first place by the court. The only
way to be consistent i3 to restore Clause 24
and make all awards retroapective.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The matter can be
put right on recommittal. By the addition
of a few words we can make the decision
of the board binding upon sll parties until
an appeal takes place.

Hon. H, STEWART: The court may
withdraw any matter from the board. The
board will be part of the structure for the
gettlement of industrial disputes, and I am
not inclined to depart from the wording of
the clause.

Amendment put and pegatived.
Clanse put and passed,
Clause 27-—agreed to.

Clause 28—Appeal to the court from a
bosrd :

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I move an amend-
ment—

That in Subsection 1 of proposed Seo
tion 78¢, the third paragraph commencing
‘‘the pendency of an appeal’’ be struck
out,

This will be consistent with what we kave
already done.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 9
Noes 10
Majority against 1
AvYgs.
Hon, J. Ewiog Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon, V. Hamersley Hon. H. A. Stephenson
Hon. E. H. Harris Hon, H. J. Yelland
Hon. J. J Holmes Hon. H. Seddan
Hon. A. Lovekin (Teller.}
Noks,
Hon. J. R. Brown Hon. T. Monre
Hon. A Burvill Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon, J. M. Drew Hnn. H. Stewart
Hen., J. A, Grelg Hon. J. M. Maciarlana
Hon. J. W. Hlickey (Teller.)
Hon. G. W. Miles

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: T suggest an amend-
ment to this effect—

That in RBubsection 2, line 2, of proposed
Seetion T8¢, the word '‘re-hearing’’ be
struck ont and ‘‘case stated’’ be imserted
in lien,

‘Fhis amendment would save time all round.
I want the board to be able to state a case
for the decision of the eourt inatead of the
time of the court being taken up by going
all through the evidemce again. On that
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the appeal will take place. My proposal
will mean saving a lot of time and the pro-
cedure suggested is in aceordance with the
practice in mosat couris.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN': I suggest that the
amendment, when moved, be made alterna.
tive, and that the appeal be by way of
rehearing or of case stated. It is possible
that if the amendment be agreed to as pro-
posed, grave injustice may be done to some
party. In some instances, if the gispute
does not concern matters of faet, the appeal
will be by way of case stated. At times,
however, witli tbe consent of both parties,
it would be better for the appeal to be by
way of rehearing.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: My object is to
secure finality as quickly as possible, so as
to avoid additional frietion,

Hon. A, J. H. SAW: Wby should we
limit the powers of the higher court? I
would like to see the Arbitration Court ay
supreme as possible in these matters, and I
cannot see why the court should he ham-
pered as to the methods to be adopted in
appeals, If the matter in dispute merely
involved & point of law, the appeal could be
by way of a case stated, but in many in-
stances where questions of faet were in-
volved, it would be better to seeure a re-
hearing, so that the eourt may judge from
the demeanour of witnesses as to the faetd.
It would be as well to provide both means of
appeal. I do not agree, however, with the
suggestion that the consent of both parties
should be secured. One side might decline
to give the permission and thus hold up an
appeal.

Hon. A, LOVEERIN: As it appears to be
the general view that the two methods of
appeal should be provided, I will move my
amendment in the following form:—

That after ‘‘rehearing’’ in ling 2 of
proposed subscelion € the words ‘‘or by
case staled’’ be inserted.

The COLONIAL S8ECRETARY: I have
ao ohjection to the amendment in that form,

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 29—agreed to.

Clanse 30—Amendment of Section 81:

Houn. A, LOVEKIN:
ment—
That in line 4 of the firat proviso the
words ‘‘think fil'' be struck out omd
“direct’’ inserled in lieu.
Tt is impossible for us to know what the
court may ‘‘think,’’ but we may know what
the court will direet.

Amendment pnt and passed.

Hon, E. H. HARRIS: As the legislation
stands now, provision i3 made for awards

covering a period of three years. The
award may be reviewed after a period of

I move an amend-

[ASSEMBLY.]

12 months but no provision is made for a
revision during the subsequent 12 months.
The amendwent proposed in the Bill does
not make the position clear. 1 want to
provide that the award may be subjeot
to revision at the end of the second jyear,
For that reason, I move an amendment—

That in line 1 of the gecond proviso,
after ''‘expiration of,"' the words ‘‘the
Jirgl! be inserled; after *faward’’ in ling
2 the words '‘and after the expiration of
any subscquent pertod of 12 months’’ be
fnaerted, and in line 6, after ‘‘vary'’ the
words *'ar rescind’’ be ingerted,
Amendment put and passed; the clause,

as amended, agreed to.

(lauge 31—agreed to.
Progress reported.

BILL—MINING DEVELOPMENT ACT
AMENDMENT.

Reaceived from the Assembly and read a
first rime.

House adjourned at 10.] p.m.

Regislative Hssembly,

Wednesday, 3rd December, 1924.

Pml
Question : Rollways. Mr, Hedge's proposal .
Prisoners” Transport 2128

Bills ; MIn!ns Deﬂ'g?ment Act Amend.ment 3. 2128
Transf Act Amendment, £8. ... 2123
Plant Dlneaam Act Amendment, 2r. 2124
Foir Rents, 2127
Main B.oads. 211., Com, 2186

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm, and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, MR. W. N.
HEDGES’ PROPOSAL.

Mr, TAYLOR (for Mr. J. H. 8mith)
asked the Premier: 1, Has his attention
been drawun to a proposal made by Mr.
W. N. Hedges in the ““West Australian’’
of 22nd Qectober for comstructing agricul-
tural railways on a new basis? 2, If so,
wilil he bave trial surveys made over the
different suggested routes and submit that
gentleman’s scheme to the Railway Ad-
vieory Board for report therecont

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, Yes.
The matter wiil be constdered.



